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Health  Department, 


The  Council  House, 

Birmingham, 

April  2\st,  1904. 


TO  THE  CHAIEMAN  AND  MEMBEES  OF  THE 
HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  this  joint  report  on  the  health  of 
the  City  of  Birmingham  for  the  year  1903,  it  is  necessary 
to  point  out  that  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
requires  every  medical  officer  of  health  to  make  a report 
on  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  his  district  for  the 
year  or  part  of  the  year  during  which  he  holds  office.  In 
order  to  maintain  a continuity  in  the  Birmingham  reports, 
your  Committee  and  the  Local  Government  Board  sanc- 
tioned the  issue  of  this  joint  report,  thus  avoiding  two 
separate  and  more  or  less  incomplete  ones. 

The  year  1903  was  a remarkable  one  in  Birmingham 
from  the  point  of  view  of  its  healthiness.  The  death-rate 
continued  low  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  and  we  have 
now  the  satisfaction  to  record  that  the  annual  mortality 
rate  was  the  lowest  on  record.  Indeed,  it  is  probable  that 
the  rate  during  last  year  was  lower  than  in  any  other  year 
since  Birmingham  emerged  in  the  distant  past  from  the 
conditio]!  of  a village  into  that  of  a small  town.  The  mor- 
tality rate  was  17‘2  per  1,000  last  year,  against  18  0 in  the 
previous  year,  and  20  0 in  the  previous  ten  years. 

Not  alone  was  the  general  mortality  low.  The  preva- 
lence of  many  of  the  preventable  diseases  was  correspond- 
ingly low,  and  the  infantile  moi  tality  rate  was  relatively  a 
favourable  one.  Small-pox  continued  to  give  a considerable 
amount  of  anxiet3?'  to  those  responsible  for  its  prevention, 
as  it  was  repeatedly  introduced  into  the  City  during  the 
year.  Fortunately  on  no  occasion  did  it  become  prevalent. 


Introduction. 
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Introduction  — 
{coiitimi(d). 


Population. 


The  favourable  sickness  and  mortality  statistics  of 
190‘{  appear  to  have  been  very  largely  due  to  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  which  obtained  during  the  whole  year. 
Most  of  us  will  remember  the  year  as  cold  and  damp  and 
most  unpleasant.  In  spite,  however,  of  these  conditions — 
indeed,  we  may  say  on  account  of  them — the  year  proved 
the  healthiest  of  all  those  of  which  we  have  a reco:d.  The 
expliiiiation  of  this  lesiilt  is  that  there  were  no  extremes 
of  heat  and  cold,  but  a temperature  never  much  above  or 
below  the  mean.  Hot  summers  always  bring  about  in- 
testinal and  allied  disoi'ders,  while  cold  winters  give  rise 
to  widespread  and  severe  chest  and  other  complaints.  The 
greater  or  less  prevalence  of  these  foinis  of  disease  deter- 
mines for  the  most  part  the  kind  of  annual  bill  of  health 
and  mortalit}^  of  the  community.  It  is  possible,  however, 
with  reasonable  cleanliness  in  our  houses,  in  our  food  sup- 
plies, and  in  our  general  suiroundings,  that  warm  weather 
shall  not  have  the  same  disastrous  effects  as  it  has  had  in 
past  years,  and  that  improved  moral  and  physical  (jualities 
resulting  from  better  education  and  increast'd  prosperity, 
individual  and  general,  will  confer  the  means  of  securing 
greater  protection  from  the  dangerous  and  fatal  rigours  of 
the  winter  season.  The  measure  of  what  Avill  happtm  when 
individuals  are  careful  as  regards  cleanliness  alone  is  indi- 
cated by  such  a difference  as  occurs  in  the  number  of 
deaths  in  1904  (9,129),  and  in  the  year  1901  (10,402),  a 
dilference  of  1,279.  If  we  consider  the  pi’ogress  made  in 
the  health  of  the  city  during  the  thirty  years  commencing 
with  1874,  when  the  death-rate  was  2()  '8  per  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  ending  with  190-9,  when  the  death-rate 
stood  at  IT’2,  a diminution  of  40  per  cent.,  we  feel  justified 
in  the  anticipation  that  very  great  benefits  are  in  store  for 
oui'  race  in  the  future. 

Mb'  are, 

Vour  obedient  Servants, 

ALFlUHl  HILL,  M.l)., 
{Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Sept.  -Wtli,  190-9.) 

-lOHA  llOHEirTSON.  M.l).,  11. Sr. 


LOLLLATION. 


'I'lie  po]uilation  of  the  City  ('stimated  to  the  middle  of 
the  year  (.lune  90th),  1909,  was  599,099,  consisting  of 
257,914  males,  and  275,725  females.  This  ('stimate  is  based 
on  tlu'  assmn]ition  that  the  ])0]uilation  continues  to  increase 
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at  the  same  rate  as  it  did  between  the  two  last  census 
enumerations.  It  is  possible  and  even  probable  that  the 
above  estimate  is  slightly  over  rather  than  below  the  actual 
numbers.  Judged  by  the  birth-rate  here  and  in  other  towns 
the  error  does  not  appear,  however,  to  be  a large  one. 


The  above  population,  excluding  the  inmates  of  large  a rea,  popula- 
public  institutions,  was  distributed  in  the  various  wards 
as  follows  : — 


WARD. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Population 

1903. 

Persons 

Acre. 

Rotton  Park 

1,2.S.3 

46,887 

380 

All  Saints’ 

532 

42,101 

791 

Lady  wood 

249 

25,253 

101-4 

St.  Paul’s 

264 

15,561 

58-9 

St.  George’s 

120 

20,412 

170-1 

St.  Stephen’s 

St.  Mary’s 

169 

23,768 

140-6 

184 

16,248 

88-3 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

313 

26,572 

84-9 

Market  Hall 

229 

9,483 

41-4 

St.  Thomas’ 

m 

18,559 

103-7 

St.  Martin’s 

468 

24,019 

51-3 

Edgbastoii  and  Harborne... 

3,407 

31,311 

9-2 

Deritend 

279 

24,077 

86-3 

Bordesley 

1,387 

56,825 

41-0 

Duddeston 

299 

23,541 

78-7 

Nechells 

512 

33,710 

65-8 

Balsall  Heath 

463 

39,359 

85-0 

Saltley 

2,352 

45,427 

19  3 

Whole  City 

12,639 

5.33,039 

42-2 

The  next  table  shows  the  number  of  occupied  houses  occupied  houses 
as  supplied  by  the  Overseers  in  each  year  since  1896,  and  Wards, 
the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  eight  j-ears  : — 


OCCUPIED  HOUSES. 


Ward. 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Increase  or 
Decrease 
in  8 years. 

Rotton  Park 

8354 

8615 

8739 

9079 

9442 

10199 

10041 

10215 

+ 

1861 

All  Saints’ 

7827 

7853 

8075 

8549 

9028 

8847 

8939 

8996 

+ 

1169 

Lady  wood 

5703 

5692 

5605 

5639 

5645 

5627 

5634 

5662 

- 

41 

St.  Paul’s 

3762 

3718 

3688 

3650 

3630 

3187 

3316 

.3318 

_ 

444 

St.  Geortie’s 

4577 

4572 

4585 

4670 

4632 

4572 

4623 

4618 

+ 

41 

St.  Stephen’s 

4749 

4741 

4864 

4913 

4882 

4963 

4952 

4962 

+ 

213 

St.  Mary’s 

3174 

3262 

3205 

3230 

.3237 

3308 

332.5 

3378 

+ 

204 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

5195 

5134 

5119 

5315 

5326 

5297 

.5301 

5241 

+ 

46 

Market  Hall 

2429 

2363 

2362 

2372 

2335 

2109 

2094 

2075 

— 

354 

St.  Thomas’ 

4050 

4056 

4030 

4088 

4170 

4201 

4067 

4061 

+ 

11 

St.  Martin’s 

5150 

5163 

5170 

5216 

5260 

5-220 

5250 

5233 

+ 

83 

Edgbaston  and 

Harborne... 

5734 

5863 

6056 

6289 

6373 

6386 

6473 

6496 

+ 

762 

Deritend  ... 

5269 

5305 

5415 

5370 

5248 

5232 

5194 

5101 

- 

168 

Bordesley 

9412 

10231 

10869 

11179 

1 1514 

11703 

11907 

12168 

+ 

2756 

Duddeston 

4795 

49-21 

5240 

5082 

5132 

5060 

5026 

4977 

+ 

182 

Nechells  .. 

6757 

6771 

6869 

7036 

7021 

7012 

6955 

7023 

+ 

266 

Balsall  Heath 

8200 

8250 

8419 

8547 

8650 

8700 

8750 

8825 

+ 

625 

Saltley 

5720 

6188 

6761 

7242 

805:^ 

8340 

8715 

8960 

+ 

3240 

City 

100857 

102698 

10.5074 

107466 

109578 

109963 

1 10.562 

111.309 

+ 104.52 
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MarriaKe-rate. 


Birth-rate. 


Birth-rates  in 
other  large 
towns. 


Decline  in 
birtli-rate. 


MAEEIAGES. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  the  City 
during  1903  was  4,881,  giving  a rate  of  18'4  persons 
married  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  mean  marriage- 
rate  for  the  City  during  the  last  31  years  is  not  available, 
but  for  the  three  registration  districts  in  which  Birming- 
ham is  situated,  it  was  17  2 per  1,000  per  annum.  In 
Chart  No.  1 is  set  out  the  yearly  percentage  above  or  below 
this  mean  marriage-rate.  On  the  same  chart  is  shown  the 
birth-rate  worked  on  similar  lines  for  comparison. 

BIRTHS. 

Sixteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six  births 
were  registered  during  1903.  The  biidh-rate  was,  there- 
fore, 31'7  per  1,000  per  annum.  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  table,  the  birth-rate  has  only  once  reached  a 
lower  figure,  viz.,  in  1894,  when  it  was  31‘6  per  1,000. 


Year. 

Birth-rate. 

Year. 

Birth-rate. 

Year. 

Birth-rate. 

1873 

40-8 

1884 

35-9 

1895 

32-3 

1874 

41-2 

1885 

34-9 

1896 

32 -6 

1875 

40-6 

1886 

34-2 

1897 

33-2 

1876 

42-5 

1887 

33-2 

1898 

34-0 

1877 

42-4 

1888 

32-4 

1899 

34-3 

1878 

41-7 

1889 

32-7 

1900 

32-7 

1879 

40-0 

1890 

321 

1901 

32-1 

1880 

38-3 

1891 

33-8 

1902 

31-9 

1881 

37-0 

1892 

33-2 

1903 

31-7 

1882 

36-8 

1893 

32-6 

1883 

361 

1894 

31-6 

In  other  large  towns  the  rates  for  1903  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 


London 

Birth-rate. 

28-4 

West  Ham  ... 

Birth-rate. 

33-7 

Liverpool  ... 

33-4 

Hull 

31-3 

Manchester... 

32-1 

Nottingham  ... 

28-3 

Leeds 

29-4 

Salford 

32-3 

Sheffield 

33-2 

Newcastle 

311 

B.ristol 

27-4 

Leicester 

27-4 

Bradford  . . . 

23-3 

The  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
has  siiown  a rapid  decrease  during  recent  years,  as  is  indi- 
cated by  the  following  figures:  — 


Birtli-rate. 

Birth-rate. 

Birth-rate. 

1851-60 

:141 

1893 

30-7 

1899 

29  1 

1861-70 

35-2 

1894 

29-6 

1900 

28-7 

1871-80 

.35-4 

1895 

30-3 

1901 

28-5 

1881-90 

3‘2  5 

1896 

29-6 

1902 

28-6 

1891 

31-4 

1897 

29-6 

1903 

28-4 

1892 

30-4 

1898 

29-3 

3'he  continued  decline  in  the  birth-rate,  both  locally 
and  generally,  is  a matter  of  considerable  importance.  It 
has  been  shown  (1)  to  have  no  very  direct  connection  with 


CHART  No. 

Marriage-Rate  and  Birth-Rate,  1873 — 1903. 
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the  marriage  rate,  (2)  to  be  in  slight  degree  due  to  the 
increasing  number  of  persons  marrying  later  than 
formerly,  (3)  to  be  mainly  due  to  causes  over  which  the 
individual  has  control. 

The  mean  birth-rate  for  the  City  and  the  percentage 
increase  or  decrease  during  each  of  the  31  years  is  set  out 
on  Chart  No.  1.  Comparing  this  with  the  marriage-rate, 
it  will  be  noted  that  the  fluctuation  in  the  marriage-rate 
has  only  had  a remote  influence  on  the  birth-rate,  indicat- 
ing clearly  that  other  influences  are  at  work  in  lessening 
the  birth-rate. 


The  fact  that  until  the  beginning  of  the  present  year 
no  returns  of  births  were  supplied  by  the  district  registrars 
prevents  any  indication  being  given  of  the  birth-rate  in 
wards  or  of  the  number  of  births  of  illegitimate  children 
for  the  year  1903. 


DEATHS. 

The  deaths  of  9,123  persons  belonging  to  Birmingham 
were  registered  during  1903.  This  is  equal  to  a death-rate 
of  17*2  per  1,000  of  the  population  per  annum,  18‘7  per 
1,000  for  males,  and  15'7  per  1,000  for  females. 


Ill  former  years  the  death-rates  for  Birmingham  were 
as  follows  : — 


1873 

187‘1 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 
lvS94 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 


Death-rate 
per  1000. 

24- 8  > 

26-8 

26  3 V Average  24'8 

22*4 

23-9  ' 

25- 2  V 
21-8  ] 

20  5 \ Average  21  6 

19- 8  \ 

20- 8  / 

21-4  \ 

21-6 

19  8 > Average  20 '7 

20-5 

20-4  ' 


18  6 

19- 7 
22-0 
21-7 

20- 0 


21-5  ■ 
18  2 

19- 9  > 

20- 4  I 

21 - 1 


Average  20 '4 


Average  20 '2 


19- 5  \ 

20- 5 

2r0  / Average  19 ’8 
19  9 1 
18-0  ^ 


Birth-rate  and 

marriage-rate 

compared. 


Death-rate. 
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As  a moans  of  graphically  indicating  year  by  year  the 
extent  of  the  increase  or  decrease  in  the  death-rate,  the 
percentage  above  and  below  the  mean  death-rate  for  31 
years  has  been  calculated  and  set  out  on  Chart  No.  2. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  for  1903  is  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  cause  of  the  low  rate  is  dealt  Avith  under  the 
heading  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Deatli-rates  in 
otlier  large 
towns. 


It  is  desirable  to  be  able  to  compare  the  death-rate 
of  one  city  with  another  to  ascertain  by  this  rough  means 
AA'hether  proper  sanitary  progress  is  being  made.  For  this 
])urpose  seA^eral  considerations  liaA'e  to  be  kept  in  Auew. 
(1)  That  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  each  toAvn  A^aries, 
and  for  this  reason  alone  the  mortality-rate  A’aries.  (2) 
That  toAvns  differ  very  much  as  to  Avhether  they  contain 
the  Avhole  or  onh-  part  of  the  population  Avhich  they  sup- 
port. Ill  many  toAAuis  cheap  raihvay  and  tram  services  haA'e 
enabled  an  increasingly  large  number  of  the  healthiest  of 
the  population  to  reside  outside  the  boundary.  The  extent 
to  which  this  occurs  Agarics  A’’ery  much  in  different  toAvns. 
In  Birmingham  it  is  undoubtedly  an  important  factor 
Avhen  making  comparisons.  In  three  of  the  residential  sub- 
urbs lying  on  the  Birniingham  boundaiy,  and  containing 
mainly  a population  dependent  on  the  City  the  death-rates 
for  1903  AA'ere  10'2,  10  9,  and  IIT.  Unless,  therefore,  the 
good  and  the  unhealthy  litres  in  a population  are  uniformly 
included,  a large  source  of  error  is  likely  to  occur. 


It  is  possible  to  correct  the  death-rate  for  the  first  of 
these  sources  of  error,  i.c.,  age  and  sex.  I'his  has  been  done 
by  the  Begistrar-General  in  the  accompanying  figures  ; — 
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Uncorrected  or 

Crude  deatli- 
rate  per  1,00). 

Death-rate  corrected  for 
age  and  sex  distribution. 

Towns. 

1892-1901. 

1902. 

190.S. 

U92.1901. 

1902. 

UK)S. 

London 

19  2 

17-7 

1.5-7 

20-2 

18-6 

16-5 

Liverpool 

24-1 

22-5 

20-5 

2,5-8 

24  0 

21-9 

Manchester  ... 

2;L5 

20-0 

19-7 

26-3 

22-3 

22-3 

lliriningliani  ... 

20-7 

18-6 

17-8 

22  3 

20-0 

19-1 

Leeds  ... 

19-9 

17-6 

16-0 

21-7 

19-2 

181  ' 

Sheflield 

20  4 

17-1 

18-0 

22  0 

18-4 

20T 

Bristol 

17-8 

17-4 

14-3 

18-3 

17-8 

147 

Bradford 

18-4 

15-8 

16*4 

20-3 

17-5 

181 

West  Ham 

18-6 

17-1 

15-3 

19-9 

18-3 

16-3 

Hull  

19-4 

17*2 

l()-9 

19  9 

17() 

17-3  1 

Nottingham  ... 

18-7 

18-7 

18-9 

19-7 

17-0 

17-8  ; 

Salford 

23-7 

19  3 

19-0 

•28-2 

21-3 

21 0 1 

N owcastle 

21-1 

19-9 

19-2 

22-8 

21  -5 

207  1 

Leicester 

17-7 

14 -9 

14-2 

18-9 

1.5  9 

152  ! 

CHART  No.  2. 

Death-Rate  in  Birmingham,  1873 — 1903. 
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The  death-rates  in  the  different  wards  of  the  City  for 
1903  and  each  of  the  four  preceding  years  are  shown  in  the 
subjoined  table  : — 


Death-rate  per  1000. 


Wards. 

1899 

1990 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Rotton  Park 

18  2 

17-8 

16T 

14-4 

13-9 

All  Saints’ 

17-6 

19-6 

17-5 

15-5 

15-7 

Lad  y wood 

19-8 

19-2 

20-0 

17-3 

17-8 

St.  Paul’s 

22  0 

20-4 

22-6 

18-2 

19-2 

St.  George’s 

23-8 

26-.< 

23-2 

21-6 

20  8 

St.  Stephen’s 

St.  Alary’s 

26-6 

26-3 

26 '6 

26-5 

210 

30-7 

30-4 

29-7 

24-8 

231 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

27-2 

27-7 

2.5-9 

24-6 

211 

Market  Hall 

18-8 

21-5 

17-4 

16-9 

16-3 

St.  Thomas’ 

22-9 

20-9 

20-9 

20  1 

18-7 

St.  Martin’s 

21  -0 

21  -9 

20-3 

20-3 

16-8 

Edgbaston  & Harborne 

13-8 

14-4 

13-1 

12-3 

121 

Deriteiid  ... 

24-4 

2^5 -0 

22-3 

20-3 

215 

Bordesley  ... 

15-5 

15-8 

lo-4 

13-4 

13-3 

Duddeston 

21-3 

23-4 

23-2 

21  3 

19-7 

Nechells  ... 

22-5 

21-9 

22  6 

18-7 

16-9 

Balsall  Heath 

17-5 

16-0 

15-0 

14-8 

13-5 

Saltley 

18-3 

16-7 

17-6 

15-1 

15-7 

Whole  City  ... 

20-5 

21-0 

19-9 

18-0 

17-2 

During  1903  the  death-rate  was  reduced  in  every  ward 
in  the  City,  as  compared  with  the  average  rate  in  the 
previous  four  years.  In  St.  Mary’s  the  reduction  amounted 
to  5’8  per  1,000  per  annum  below  the  ten  j^ears’  average, 
in  St.  Stephen’s  it  was  5’5  per  1,000,  in  Nechells  4’5,  while 
in  Saltley,  where  the  smallest  reduction  occurred,  it  was 
1-2  per  1,000. 

The  death-rates  at  age  groups  for  five  years  are  set  out 
in  the  accompanying  table  : — 


Under  1 year 

1899 

250-3 

1900 

245-7 

1901 

228-3 

1902 

192-5 

1903. 

189-8 

From  1 to  5 years 

26-2 

26-4 

29  3 

26-6 

23  1 

,,  5 to  10  ,, 

3 6 

3-4 

3 5 

4-7 

4-0 

,,  10  to  15  ,, 

2-4 

2-3 

1-8 

2-3 

1-8 

,,  15  to  25  ,, 

3-6 

3-9 

3-7 

3-5 

3-0 

,,  25  to  45  ,, 

9-5 

10-1 

9-2 

8-3 

7-8 

,,  45  to  65  ,, 

28-4 

29-4 

27-9 

26-6 

24-0 

Over  65  years 

97-6 

106-2 

96-9 

94-3 

93-1 

It  will  be  noted  from  this  table  how  largely  the  re- 
duced death-rate  in  1903  was  due  to  the  reduction  in  the 
mortality  rate  among  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

INFANT  MOIITALITY. 

The  expression  Infant  Mortality-rate  has  come  to 
have  a special  meaning,  differing  from  other  rates  calcu- 
lated on  the  number  of  persons  living,  ll}'  this  expression 
is  meant  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  per  1,000  births  during  the  year. 

The  Infant  Mortality-rate  during  1903  was  158  per 
1,000  births,  as  compared  with  157  in  the  previous  year, 
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and  188  as  the  average  for  the  ten  years  ending  December, 
1902. 


Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  died  during  1903.  The  chief  causes 
of  death  of  these,  together  with  the  corresponding  figures 
for  the  five  preceding  years,  are  given  in  the  following 
table : — 

Chief  Causes  of  Death  of  Infants  Under  One  Year. 


Causes  of  Death 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Measles 

42 

53 

35 

62 

37 

50 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

104 

74 

129 

81 

122 

37 

Diarrhoea 

534 

670 

475 

634 

327 

462 

Enteritis 

424 

442 

331 

154 

78 

84 

Tubercular  Diseases... 

94 

91 

114 

129 

98 

111 

Premature  Birth 

371 

366 

353 

348 

.361 

365 

Debility  and  Marasmus 

589 

574 

670 

648 

562 

531 

Convulsions  ... 

178 

194 

178 

167 

172 

119 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
and  Pleurisy 

393 

398 

500 

399 

409 

413 

Suffocation  ... 

94 

92 

92 

92 

70 

95 

All  other  causes 

464 

444 

489 

436 

445 

401 

Total 

3287 

3398 

3366 

3150 

2681 

2668 

The  Infantile  Mortality-rate  in  the  ten  largest  towns 
was  as  follows  : — 


London 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Birmingham 

Leeds 

Sheffield 

Bristol 

Bradford 

West  Ham 

Hull 


131 

159 

169 

158 

153 

182 

116 

148 

146 

162 


It  is  equally  important  to  know  in  which  districts  the 
infant  mortality  is  highest,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of 
returns  of  births  this  information  cannot  be  obtained.  *It 
is  satisfactory  to  know  that  such  returns  are  now  being 
made,  so  that  this  want  will  not  be  felt  in  future  years. 


The  mortality  among  young  infants  is  relatively  a 
high  one  in  Birmingham,  and  as  a special  report  has  been 
called  for  on  the  causes  and  means  of  prevention  of  infant 
mortality,  further  reference  to  this  subject  will  be  left  to 
such  report. 


INFKCTIOUvS  DISEASES. 

d’he  deaths  of  1,233  persons  were  registered  as  due  to 
the  seven  principal  infectious  diseases.  3'his  gives  a 
zymotic  death-rate  of  2‘f‘)2  per  1,000  of  the  ])opulation,  as 
compared  with  2 60  in  1902. 


CHART  No.  3. 
Small-Pox  in  Birmingham. 
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The  causes  of  death,  tog'^ether  with  the  number  of 
deaths  and  certain  comparative  figures,  are  as  follows  : — 


Diseases. 

1903. 

Small-pox 

12 

Measles 

195 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

144 

Diphtheria 

135 

Whooping  Cough 

93 

Typhoid  Fever 

66 

Diarrhoea 

588 

Whole  group 

1233 

Average  Above  or 

1893-1902.  below  the  average. 

‘26  ...  - 14 

222  ...  - 27 

114  ...  + 30 

141  ...  - 6 

2.54  ...  -161 

110  - 44 

645  ...  - 57 

1512  ...  -279 


This  table  shows  that  the  deaths  from  each  of  these 
diseases  (except  scarlet  fever)  were  fewer  in  1903  than  the 
average  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  table  also  shows 
what  a large  part  is  played  by  deaths  from  diarrhoea  in 
producing  a high  zymotic  death-rate. 


The  z^miotic  rate  in  1903  in  London  was  l’T7,  in  Man- 
chester 2'54,  in  Liverpool  2'51,  in  Leeds  1’76,  in  Sheffield 
3T0,  and  in  certain  of  the  smaller  towns  it  was  much 
higher. 


SMALL-POX. 


Tweh^e  deaths  were  due  to  this  disease  during  1903,  as 
compared  with  4 in  1902.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-one  cases 
of  sickness  from  this  disease  occurred,  so  that  the  percent- 
age mortality  was  4’8.  During  the  London  epidemic  of 
1902  the  percentage  mortality  was  IG. 

The  accompanying  Chart  Xo.  3 shows  the  number  of 
cases  of  sickness  and  of  death  from  small-pox  in  Birming- 
ham since  1872.  The  percentage  mortality  for  the  whole 
period  was  13’4;  for  the  year  1872  it  was  15T. 

Of  the  251  cases  of  the  disease  171  or  68  per  cent,  were 
notified  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Xotification)  Act  by 
medical  practitioners,  while  80  or  32  per  cent,  were  ascer- 
tained bj'  visits  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  disease  was  imported  during  1903  on  many  occa- 
sions from  other  districts  in  the  Midlands.  These  frequent 
importations  caused  the  cases  to  he  distributed  as  fol- 
lows ; — 


January 

...  16 

July 

4 

February 

...  40 

August  ... 

...  0 

March 

...  73 

September 

25 

April 

...  20 

Dctober  ... 

...  11 

May 

...  36 

November 

...  6 

June 

...  14 

December 

...  6 

]>eatb8  from 

zymotic 

diseases. 


Zymotic  death- 
rate  in  other, 
large  towns. 
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Precautions 
against 
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Seven  of  the  patients  were  inmates  of  public  institu- 
tions. Tlie  wards  in  which  the  other  cases  occurred  were 


as  follows  : — 

Rotton  Park 

5 

St.  Thomas’  .. 

4 

All  .Saints’ 

4 

.St.  Martin’s  ... 

7 

Lady  wood 

.2 

Edgbaston  & Harborne 

7 

St.  Paul’s 

1 

Deri  tend 

11 

St.  Cieorge’s 

m 

Bordeslej' 

9 

St.  .Steplien’s  ... 

0 

Duddeston 

19 

St.  Mary's 

‘I 

Nechells 

'JO 

St.  Hartliolomew’s 

..  01 

Biilsall  Heath 

38 

Market  Hall 

0 

Salt  ley' 

2r> 

The  a<?e  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


1 Total  Number  of  Cases. 

Deaths. 

.Showing 
Vacci  nation 
Cicatrice.s. 

Showing 

None. 

Uoubtful. 

c . 

u c * 

.E^.l 

ec  'i 

Showing 

None. 

1 

Doubtful. 

Under  1 year  of  age  ... 

— 

"J"  1 

— 

— - 

3 

— 

From  1 to  5 years 

— 

4 1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  5 to  10  ,, 

3 

10  ! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  10  to  20  ,,  

41 

13 

1 

1 

1 

— 

,,  20  to  60  ,, 

1;14 

31 

3 

2 

2 

1 

Over  00  years  .. . 

3 

— , 

1 

1 

— 

1 

18! 

Of) 

0 

4 

0 

2 

Thirteen  outbreaks  occurred  during:  the  year  at  com- 
mon lodging  houses.  In  four  of  these  secondary  cases 
occurred.  The  total  number  of  these  cases  at  common 
lodging  houses  was  20.  Such  cases  are  always  difticult  to 
deal  with,  and  the  above  results  may  be  considered  satis- 
factoiw. 

Seven  cases  occurred  at  the  workhouse,  and  in  each 
of  these  instances  no  secondary  i-ase  followed. 

The  chief  ditticulty  which  was  experienced  during  the 
year  arose  from  certain  cases  passing  unrecognised  for  con- 
siderable periods,  l^lsewhere  similar  ditliculties  have  beim 
ex])(>rienced,  and  these  generally  divide  themsidves  into 
tliiee  groups: — (A)  'I'hose  severe  cases  where  the  ordinary 
signs  of  Small-pox  are  absent,  e.g.,  Ha'inorrhagic  Small- 
])ox  : (U)  those  ordinary  cases  so  mild  that  thev  pass  un- 
recognised by  patient  and  doctor:  and  (D  tliose  cases 
where  (divious  mrors  in  diagnosis  are  made  in  good  faith. 
'Fo  the  first  group  belong  at  least  two  cases,  and  these  gave 
risi'  to  a large  number  of  secondary  cases,  d'o  group 
belong  21  cases,  and  to  group  ('  belong  9. 

In  the  case  of  these  latter  two  groups  the  provision 
made  by  the  Health  ('ommittee  for  help  iji  diagnosis  was 
v(My  much  a))prc‘ciated  by  the  medical  profession.  Dr. 


1*3 


McCrindle,  who  was  appointed  in  June,  1902,  to  act  as 
expert  diag-nostician  in  any  case  of  difficulty,  was  kept  ac- 
tively engaged  for  a considerable  part  of  the  j'^ear  in  visit- 
ing doubtful  cases. 

In  two  instances  during  1903  cases  notified  as 
Chicken-pox  turned  out  afterwards  to  be  Small-pox. 
There  was,  however,  in  each  of  these  cases  nothing  to 
lead  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  suspect  any  mistake, 
and  it  was  only  b}'  reason  of  secondary  cases  occurring 
that  the  nature  of  the  primary  cases  became  evident. 

The  value  of  the  notification  of  Chicken-pox  has  not 
been  great.  Its  advantages  appear  to  be  that  (1)  the 
meilical  attendant  is  called  upon  to  make  a definite  diag- 
nosis, “ Small-pox  V.  Chicken-pox  ” ; (2)  a notification  of 
Chicken-pox  when  received  at  the  Health  Office  during  an 
epiilemic  period  may  lead  to  suspicion  in  certain  cases, 
owing  to  other  information,  as  to  the  localisation  of  cases  of 
Small-pox : and  (3)  it  enables  medical  practitioners  who 
have  a doubt  to  notify  the  case  as  “ Chicken-pox  (?)  Small- 
pox.” The  disadvantages  are  mainly  (1)  that  the  number 
of  cases  notified  is  large,  and  therefore  costly;  (2)  that  it  is 
not  ethical  to  check  the  diagnosis  in  such  cases ; (3)  that 
only  50  or  GO  per  cent,  of  all  the  cases  of  chicken-pox  are 
seen  by  medical  men ; and  (4)  that  in  the  majority  of  cases 
modified  small-pox  may  be  notified  as  chicken-pox  without 
raising  suspicion. 

Except  in  one  instance  all  the  cases  of  small-pox  Avere 
removed  to  hospital  on  the  daj'  they  wei’e  ascertained.  The 
exceptional  case  Avas  that  of  a man  who  was  said  to  be  in  a 
precarious  condition  of  health.  In  this  instance  the  shop 
at  the  patient’s  residence  was  closed,  and  certain  precau- 
tions taken,  and  no  further  spread  occurred.  The  proce- 
dure in  this  case,  hoAvcA’er,  is  one  of  great  danger,  and 
should  not  be  repeated  unless  A’ery  exceptional  circum- 
stances arise. 

The  shed  at  Bacchus  Hoad  Disinfecting  vStation  was 
the  only  shelter  for  quarantine  pui-poses  available  during 
the  year.  For  efficient  disinfection  it  is  necessary  to 
remove  the  inmates  of  a cottage  or  small  house  while  all 
the  rooms  are  being  disinfected.  It  is  necessary,  therefore, 
in  nearly  all  cases  to  provide  a shelter  for  the  other  inmates 
of  the  house  while  this  disinfection  is  in  progress.  But  even 
more  important  is  it  that  the  clothing  of  these  inmates 
should  be  disinfected,  as  it  is  often  found  that  theA'  have 
been  in  very  intimate  contact  Avith  the  patient  before  his 
removal. 

To  make  better  proA’ision  for  these  contacts  the 
Health  Committee  liaA’e  giA^en  instructions  for  tAvo  houses 
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near  the  Small-pox  Hospital  to  be  got  ready  for  contacts. 
When  these  are  ready  it  will  he  possible  to  remove  the 
other  inmates  of  each  house  to  this  shelter  where  they  will 
be  bathed,  their  clothing  disinfected,  and  vaccination 
oftered. 

Tn  about  twelve  hours  these  people  will  be  sent  home 
with  clothing  free  from  infection  to  houses  that  are  quite 
free  also.  They  Avill  thus  be  prevented  from  going  in  their 
infected  clothes  to  free  libraries  or  the  houses  of  their 
relatives  and  friends  and  other  places  Avhile  the  house  dis- 
infection is  in  progress. 

It  is  not  intended  that  these  houses  should  be  used  as 
(juarantine  stations  except  in  special  cases.  Here  as  in  most 
towns  it  is  found  that  daily  visits  to  the  persons  who  are 
being  kept  under  observation  is  sufficient.  The  only  ex- 
ception to  this  is  the  case  of  tramps  and  others  frequenting 
lodging  houses.  Unless  quarantine  accommodation  is 
aAmilable,  these  men  remove  to  other  towns,  and  are  the 
means  of  spreading  infection.  Such  quarantine  accommo- 
dation is  mainly  of  value  to  other  toAxns. 

Immediate  re-vaccination  after  exposure  to  infection 
has  proved  most  effective.  Indeed  it  is  the  sheet  anchor  of 
the  Health  Department  in  preventing  the  further  spread 
of  the  disease.  The  anomaly,  however,  in  the  law  Avhich 
places  the  responsibility  for  preventing  small-pox  on  one 
authority,  and  for  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  on 
another,  is  one  which  is  harmful  in  many  ways.  During 
1908  certain  of  the  vaccination  officers  gave  at  all  times 
the  most  prompt  and  energetic  assistance,  Avhile  in  other 
cases  a good  deal  of  delay  and  apathy  occurred.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  had  the  sanitary  authority  Iwen  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  Vaccination  Acts  diiring  1908,  several 
cases  of  small-pox  would  have  been  prevented. 

The  effect  of  ]>reA’ious  A'accination  on  small-pox  cases 
din  ing  1908  is  set  out  in  the  table  on  page  do.  I'he  figures 
are  too  small  in  number  to  be  of  real  value,  but  generally 
they  indicate  that  the  mortality  in  each  group  was  as 
folloAvs  : — 

('ases  in  which  A’accination  cicatrices 


were  visibh'  2' 2 per  cent. 

Cas('s  in  which  there  were  no  vaccina- 
tion cicatrices  9'2  ]H'r  cent. 

Doubtful  cases  (five  cas<‘s  only)  40  per  cent. 


Xo  case  of  small-pox  occurred  among  the  staff  of  the 
small-pox  hospital,  or  of  the  Health  Department,  notwith- 
standing their  intimate  contact  with  infection. 
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VACCINATION. 

The  percentage  of  primary  vaccination  in  Birming- 
ham, as  compared  with  that  in  England  and  Wales,  is  indi- 
cated in  the  following  table,  which  shows  the  number 
of  children  not  finally  accounted  for  (including  cases  post- 
poned) per  cent,  of  births  : — 

Registration  Districts  of 


Birmingham. 

Aston. 

King’s 

Norton. 

England 
and  Wales. 

1884 

2-4 

5-5 

2-1 

5.5 

1885 

4-3 

6-8 

2-8 

5-8 

1886 

46 

7-6 

2-5 

6-4 

1887 

5-5 

8-6 

30 

7-1 

1888 

4-9 

8-7 

4 3 

8-5 

1889 

5-8 

91 

4-7 

9 9 

1890 

5-8 

10-1 

5-5 

11-3 

1891 

8-3 

13-5 

...  ll’O 

13-4 

1892 

7-9 

13-7 

. 19-2 

...  14-9 

1893 

6-5 

12-1 

...  21-3 

...  16-1 

1894 

8-0 

13-2 

...  27-3 

..  192 

1895 

7-6 

14-9 

...  23-3 

...  205 

1896 

7'7 

14-4 

...  19-1 

...  22-9 

1897 

9-0 

14’5 

25  ’7 

...  22-7 

1898 

14-6 

17-5 

...  28-5 

...  21-5 

1899 

...  16-7 

14-8 

23  2 

...  17-2 

The  comparable  figures  for  the  year  1900  to  1903  are 
not  yet  available.  The  local  figures  for  the  ^^ear  ending 
June  30th,  1903,  are  as  follows  ; these,  however,  are  subject 
to  correction:  — 

Birmingham,  year  ending  June  .30th,  1903. 

Births  returned  ...  ...  10,767 

Died  unvaccinated  ...  ...  1,936 

Conscientious  objections  ...  83  or  0 o%  of  total. 

Successfully  vaccinated  ...  12,837  or  86 '6%  of  survivors. 

Postponed  by  medical  certificate  311  or  2 1%  ,, 

Removed  to  other  vaccination 

districts  ...  ...  ...  217  or  1'5%  ,, 

Lost  sight  of  ...  ..  1,047  or  7 1%  ,, 

Still  under  notice  ...  ...  264  or  1'8%  ,, 

CHICKEN-POX. 

This  disease  was  made  compulsorily  notifiable  in  April, 
1902,  and  the  cases  notified  during  each  month  were  as 


follows  : — 

1902. 

1903. 

May 

284 

May 

173 

June 

322 

June 

164 

July  

211 

July  

148 

August  ... 

101 

August  ... 

116 

September 

67 

September 

81 

October  ... 

81 

October  ... 

147 

November 

143 

November 

176 

December 

163 

December 

175 

1903. 

1904. 

January  ... 

116 

January  .. 

164 

February 

104 

February... 

139 

March 

153 

March  (1st  to  19th) 

98 

April 

141 

Vaccination. 
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Measles. 


While  this  report  was  being  prepared,  it  was  resolved 
to  discontinue  this  notification,  as  it  was  felt  that  the 
results  obtained  were  not  commensurate  with  the  expense 
involved — over  £200  per  annum — and  that  as  good  results 
might  be  obtained  in  other  ways. 

MEASLES. 

This  disease  caused  195  deaths  during  1903,  as  com- 
pared with  an  average  of  222  in  the  previous  ten  years. 
The  ages  at  death  of  the  195  cases  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 year  ... 

,50  deaths. 

1 and  under  2 years 

74  ,, 

2 „ 3 „ 

26  ,, 

3 „ 4 „ 

•21  „ 

4 ,,  5 ,, 

1-2 

All  under  5 years 

183 

5 and  under  10  years  ... 

12 

All  over  10  years 

0 

Measles  is  one  of  the  most  infectious 

of  diseases,  and 

although  considered  one  of  the  common  ailments  of  child- 
hood, it  annually  causes  over  200  deaths.  These  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  puny  and  unhealthj-  children  ; in- 
deed, if  the  condition  of  the  children  could  be  classified  it 
would  be  found  that  a large  proportion  of  the  deaths  occur 
among  the  most  sturdy  and  healtliy  of  children.  Practi- 
cally in  all  cases  death  is  due  to  the  lung  complications  set 
up  by  the  disease.  Luring  1903  the  following  complica- 
tions were  recorded  as  associated  with  measles  : — 


Measles  and  I’neuiuojiia 

59 

Measles  and  Rroncho-pneunionia 

39 

Measles  and  Bronchitis 

18 

Measles  and  other  complications 

33 

Measles  (alone) 

46 

195 

ur  information  as  to  wh 

ere  cases 

of  measles 

at  the  present  time  is  very 

defective. 

The  school 

attendance  otficers  have  reported  to  iis  1,244  houses 
at  which  children  were  absent  from  school  during  1903 
on  account  of  measles,  biit  it  is  probable  that  the  total 
number  of  such  houses  was  from  4,000  to  6,000,  so  that 
this  source  of  information  is  by  no  means  complete.  In 
each  case  where  measles  was  known  to  exist  at  a house  a 
copy  of  a handbill  setting  oiit  the  precautions  to  be  taken 
was  sent. 


SPAPLET  EEVEP. 

The  number  of  cases  during  1902  was  greater  than  in 
any  othei-  year  since  “ notification  ” came  into  operation, 


Scarlet  Fever 
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and  during  1903  the  number  was  also  a large  one,  but  less 
than  in  1902,  as  indicated  by  the  following  figures  : — 


Year. 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Notified 
Cases  . . . 

2995 

1466 

1418 

1614 

1788 

2964 

3389 

1929 

1320 

1255 

2063 

3314 

5044 

2835 

Deaths  ... 

209 

91 

68 

68 

75 

133 

154 

95 

47 

29 

93 

156 

293 

144 

Percentage 

Mortality 

7-0 

6-2 

4-8 

4-2 

4*2 

4-5 

4-5 

4-9 

3-6 

2-3 

4-5 

4-7 

5-8 

5T 

The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  scarlet  Fever 
sickness  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  each  ward  is 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


Ward. 

Cases  notified. 

Sickness  rate  per 

Kotton  Park  ... 

303 

6-46 

All  Saints’ 

214 

5-08 

Lady  wood 

122 

4-83 

St.  Paul’s 

51 

3-28 

St.  George’s 

97 

4-75 

St.  Stephen’s  ... 

St.  Mary’s 

93 

3-92 

44 

2-71 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

117 

4-41 

Market  Hall  ... 

46 

4-85 

St.  Thomas' 

91 

4-90 

St.  Martin’s 

98 

4-09 

Edgbaston  and  Harborne 

89 

2-84 

Deritend 

118 

4-91 

Bordesley 

402 

7-07 

Duddeston 

102 

4-34 

Nechells 

179 

5-31 

Balsall  Heath  ... 

269 

6-84 

Saltley  ... 

347 

7-64 

Of  the  2,835  cases,  2,455  were  removed  to  hospital,  caseV^em^^ed. 
equal  to  87  per  cent.  This  percentage  of  removal  compares 
as  follows  with  that  in  the  previous  ten  years  : — 


Percentage  of  Cases  Removed  to  Hospital. 


Cases  Keported. 

Cases  Removed. 

Percentage. 

1893 

1614 

1339 

83  % 

1894 

1788 

1.539 

86  % 

1895 

2964 

2595 

88  % 

1896 

*3.389 

*2812 

83  % 

1897 

1929 

1641 

85  % 

1898 

1320 

1083 

82  % 

1899 

1255 

1052 

84  % 

1900 

2063 

1814 

88  % 

1901 

3314 

2959 

89  % 

1902 

*5044 

*45.34 

90  % 

1903 

2835 

2455 

87  % 

*53  weeks. 


The  great  epidemic  which  has  now  gone  was  not  of  a Precautions 
veiw  fatal  type.  The  reduction  in  severity  appears  to  be  scariet  Fever, 
due"  to  a general  lowering  of  the  morbidity  of  the  disease 
everywhere  in  this  country,  rather  than  to  an  improvement 
in  the  methods  of  treatment  in  hospital  or  at  home.  There 
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Precautions 
against  Scarlet 
Fever — 
(continued). 


has  been  on  for  a long  series  of  years  a gradual  re- 

duction in  the  death-rate  from  Scarlet  Fever,  as  is  indi- 
cated in  the  accompanying  chart. 


The  fact  that  we  have  so  recently  had  the  most  exten- 
sive epidemic  ever  recorded  makes  it  necessaiT  to  enquire 
if  our  information  as  to  the  etiology  of  the  disease  and  the 
methods  of  its  spread  are  sufficiently  accurate,  and  conse- 
(piently  whether  the  preventive  measures  adopted  are 
adequate. 

Briefly  stated.  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  regarded  as  a 
germ  disease  spread  chiefly  by  discharges  from  the  throat, 
nose,  and  ears,  and  bj"  the  fine  particles  of  skin  given  oh 
at  the  period  of  desquamation.  It  is  assumed  that  in  each 
of  these  the  living  germ  is  capable  of  being  carried  to  a 
susceptible  individual,  and  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  which 
of  them  plays  the  most  important  part  in  the  spread  of  the 
disease. 

With  a general  recognition  of  these  features,  common- 
sense  has  indicated  that  the  two  most  essential  methods  of 
prevention  are  separation  of  infectious  persons  and  com- 
plete disinfection  of  eveiy thing  which  has  come  in  contact 
with  them. 

Both  of  these  methods  have  been  put  into  operation  in 
Birmingham  in  a very  thorough  manner  for  a long  series 
of  years  with,  it  must  be  admitted,  disappointing  results 
so  far  as  the  epidemic  prevalence  of  the  disease  is  con- 
cerned. 

A considerable  amount  of  investigation  work  has  been 
undertaken  during  recent  years  with  a view  to  isolating 
the  germ  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  it  is  as  yet  extremely 
doubtful  whether  any  one  of  the  germs  already  described 
is  the  actual  caixse  of  Scarlet  Fever.  It  is  in  the  meantime 
desirable,  therefore,  to  act  on  the  assumption  that  we  have 
to  deal  with  a disease  due  to  some  living  organism,  of 
which  we  are  as  yet  (piite  in  the  dark. 

In  working  with  germ  diseases  due  to  unknown 
organisms  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised  that  great 
eiMor  has  been  found  to  exist  in  the  past  as  a resxilt  of 
treating  all  of  them  on  exactly  the  same  lines.  Kach 
disease-producing  oi-ganism  has  its  own  characteristics, 
and  (lilTers  in  its  methods  of  s]U'ead  as  widely  from  its 
fellows  as  do  the  sjieeies  in  the  higher  orders  of  the  animal 
or  vegetable  kingdoms.  As  examjxles  of  diseases  which 
were  dealt  with  by  erroneous  methods  until  (piite  recently 
may  be  mentioned — (I)  Yellow  Fever — a disease  which  was 
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looked  upon  until  three  years  ago  as  one  of  the  most 
infectious  diseases  known,  and  one  in  which  isolation  and 
disinfection  were  all  important.  It  is  now  known  that  the 
infection  can  only  be  carried  by  one  means,  and  that  if 
proper  precautions  are  taken  to  deal  with  this  the  complete 
suppression  of  the  disease  is  both  possible  and  practicable. 
The  former  type  of  isolation  and  disinfection  has  been 
demonstrated  to  be  almost  without  value.  (2)  Plague  is 
another  example  of  a disease  spread  by  unsuspected 
agencies.  Here  it  has  been  abundant^  proved  that  isola- 
tion and  disinfection  are  not  sufficient  unless  at  the  same 
time  the  disease  in  the  rat  is  dealt  with.  (3)  An  even  better 
example  is  that  of  Diphtheria — a disease  somewhat  closely 
related  to  Scarlet  Fever.  In  this  disease  it  is  now  possible 
to  isolate  the  germ  which  causes  Diphtheria,  and  to  study 
its  peculiarities.  Such  study  has  abundantly  demonstrated 
the  hitherto  unthought-of  result  that  many  persons  are 
able  to  grow  the  germ  in  their  throats  without  themselves 
suftering  any  apparent  inconvenience.  Such  persons  go 
about  their  ordinary  duties  and  act  as  distributors  of 
Diphtheria  infection.  They  very  largely  account  for  many 
of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  whose  origin  could  not  formerly 
be  traced.  If  the  patients  sulfering  from  recognisable 
diphtheria  are  alone  dealt  with  by  isolation  and  disinfec- 
tion, it  is  obvious  that  there  is  little  chance  of  preventing 
the  spread  of  infection  with  any  degree  of  precision. 


In  the  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  there  is  little  doubt  that 
in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  of  this  ever-prevalent 
disease  separation  of  the  sick  from  the  healthy  and  early 
and  complete  disinfection  of  everything  which  comes  in 
contact  with  the  patient  are  the  two  most  important  indi- 
cations. It  must,  however,  be  recognised  that  we  as  yet 
know  nothing  of  the  life  history  of  the  infecting  organism, 
and  therefore  are  unable  to  devise  the  most  suitable  means 
of  checking  its  spread.  Statistical,  clinical,  and  biological 
research  are  still  much  needed  in  this  common  disease. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

Eight  hundred  and  eighty-four  cases  of  sickness  from  Diphtheria, 
this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  equal  to  a sick- 
ness rate  of  1'66  per  1,000  of  the  population.  This  is  a larger 
case  rate  than  has  occurred  in  any  year  since  1896.  One 
hundred  and  thirty-five  deaths  occurred  giving  a case- 
mortality  rate  of  15  per  cent.  The  following  table  shows 
the  number  of  cases  notified,  the  number  of  deaths,  and  the 
case-mortality  rate  for  each  year  since  1892.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  case-mortality  rate  for  last  year  was  relatively 
a low  one.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  use  of  anti-toxin,  and 
also  to  the  prevalence  of  a milder  type  of  the  disease. 
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DIPHTHERIA. 

Cases  notifle;!.  Deaths  registered. 

Case-mortality 
per  cent. 

1892 

533 

102 

19 

1893 

387 

83 

21 

1894 

406 

91 

22 

1895 

741 

214 

29 

1896 

*1194 

*293 

25 

1897 

713 

160 

22 

1898 

689 

132 

19 

1899 

720 

147 

20 

1900 

542 

77 

14 

1901 

533 

85 

16 

1902 

*787 

*130 

17 

1903 

884 

*53  weeks. 

1.35 

15 

Diphtheria  and 
anti-toxin. 


Applications  were  made  for  anti-toxin  for  the  nse  of 
303  persons,  a few  of  whom  did  not  belong  to  Birmingham, 
but  were  being  treated  at  one  of  our  hospitals.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  the  Sanitary  Authoritj'-  supplied  anti-toxin 
to  less  than  35  per  cent,  of  the  Binningham  cases.  Anti- 
toxin is  supplied  for  all  classes  of  the  community,  and 
apparently  is  actually  used  as  much  among  the  higher  as 
among  the  poorer  classes.  As  an  indication  of  the  general 
distribution  of  its  use,  the  following  tigures  are  set  out, 
showing  the  persons  for  whom  anti-toxin  was  sent,  the 


total  number  of  cases  notified,  and  the  sickness-rate  ]ier 


1,000  in  each  ward. 

Cases 

notified. 

Sickness  rate 
per  1000. 

Persons  for 
whom  anti-toxin 
was  sent. 

Rotton  Park 

98 

2-09 

37 

All  Saints’ 

68 

1-62 

22 

Lady  wood 

58 

2-30 

!!!  18 

St.  Paul’s  ... 

27 

1-74 

4 

St.  George’s 

41 

201 

9 

St.  Stephen’s 

35 

1-48 

5 

St.  Mary's 

9 

0-55 

1 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

64 

2’42 

18 

Market  Hall 

8 

0-84 

0 

St.  Thomas’ 

.36 

1-91 

14 

St.  Martin’s 

30 

1-25 

6 

Edgbaston  and  Harborne 

16 

0-51 

15 

Ueritend 

48 

2-00 

IS 

Bordesley  ... 

92 

1-62 

50 

Huddeston  ... 

3.3 

1-40 

7 

Nechells 

40 

1-19 

7 

Balsall  Heath 

44 

112 

14 

Saltley 

132 

•91 

40 

The  percentage  mortality  of  15  indicates  pretty 
clearly  that  anti-toxin  is  not  Ixdng  used  as  extensively  as 
if  ought  to  be  at  an  early  stage  of  the  disease.  Parents  of 
young  children  put  off  sending  for  medical  advice  until 
too  late,  and  even  when  anti-toxin  is  \ised  in  such  cases 
the  best  results  are  not  obtained.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly 
urged  that  it  is  advisable,  even  in  cases  of  doubtful 
Diphtheria,  to  give  anti-toxin  freely  at  the  earliest  possible 
stage.  If  this  were  generally  done  the  mortality  would 
probably  fall  to  not  more  than  5 per  cent. 
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Diplitlieria  is  one  of  a group  of  diseases  mainly  spread 
by  personal  contact.  It  seldom,  if  ever,  is  due  to  insanitary 
conditions,  although  the  virulence  of  the  disease  may  be 
increased  by  such  conditions.  In  Birmingham  for  many 
years  past  it  has  attacked  the  wards  in  the  City  more  or 
less  evenly. 


The  hospital  provision  for  Diphtheria  is  unsatisfactory  niphtiieria  and 
at  the  present  time.  As  an  acute  infectious  disease  it  is  a°commodation. 
desirable  that  Diphtheria  should  be  separated  from  non- 
infectious  cases,  and  it  is  also  very  important  that  some 
hospital  accommodation  should  be  provided,  because 
surgical  interference  may  be  necessary  in  certain  cases  at 
any  stage  of  the  disease.  The  treatment  of  severe  cases 
of  Diphtheria  at  one  of  the  City  hospitals  is  much 
to  be  desired.  During  1903  several  appeals  were 
made  to  have  cases  removed  to  hospital.  The  under- 
taking given  by  the  Health  Committee  to  treat  cases 
of  Diphtheria  at  Little  Bromwich  Hospital  will  be  of  real 
vadue. 


Several  times  during  the  year  it  became  evident  that  Diphtheria  and 
schools  were  spreading  the  disease.  In  each  instance  the 
recommendations  made  were  readily  acceded  to  by  the 
school  authorities,  and  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  each 
case  rapidly  subsided. 


WHOOPING-COUGH. 

The  deaths  from  Whooping-cough  were  fewer  in  num- 
ber during  1903  than  in  any  previous  year.  The  average  couhg” 
yearly  number  of  deaths  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  254, 
while  last  year  there  were  only  93.  Thirty-seven  of  the 
deaths  were  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  51  were  of 
children  between  one  and  five  years,  and  only  5 deaths  were 
in  persons  over  five  years  of  age.  This  disease,  along  with 
measles  and  diarrhoea,  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  diseases  in 
children.  Most  of  the  deaths,  too,  from  Whooping-cough 
could  be  prevented  with  a little  care. 


TYPHOID  FEYEP. 

Three  hundred  and  forty-eight  cases  of  Typhoid  Typhoid  Fever 
Fever  were  reported  during  1903,  as  compared  with  544 
in  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a sickness  rate  of  ’65  per 
1,000  of  the  population  per  annum.  Sixty-six  deaths  were 
registered  during  the  year,  giving  a death-rate  of  T2  per 
1,000.  The  year  1903  has  been  a favourable  one  so  far  as 
the  absence  of  typhoid  infection  is  concerned.  In  the  fol- 
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lowing  table  is  shown  the  number  of  cases  notified,  the 
number  of  deaths,  and  the  percentage  mortality  in  each 
of  the  ten  preceding  years  : — 


“ Fever ” in 
large  towns. 


Typhoid  Fever 
and  temperature 
and  rainfall. 


Years 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

19(X) 

1901 

1902  1903 

Notified  1 
Cases  / 

489 

511 

436 

483* 

533 

637 

779 

851 

615 

544*  348 

Deaths 

94 

105 

82 

108* 

89 

113 

119 

179 

111 

100*  66 

Percentage  ] 
Mortality  J 

[ 19 

21 

19 

22 

17 

18 

15 

21 

18 

18  19 

*53  weeks. 


The  mortality-rate  per  thousand  from  Fever  in  the 
six  largest  towns  is  shown  in  the  following  figures  for 
comparative  ptirposes  : — 


London  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  '09 

Liverpool  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  “23 

Manchester  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’17 

Birmingham -13 

Leeds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Sheffield  ..  ...  ...  ...  ..  'll 

Bristol  ...  ...  ...  ...  '06 


In  all  these  towns  the  rate  for  1903  was  a specially  low 
one.  So  far  as  Birmingham  is  concerned  the  rate  for  1903 
was  lower  than  in  any  year  except  1892.  This  low  rate  was 
undoubtedly  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that  the  j'ear  was  cold 
and  wet  throughout. 


In  the  following  table  is  set  out  the  death-rate  and 
sickness-rate  from  typhoid  fever  in  Birmingham  in  each 
year,  together  with  the  mean  temperature  of  the  air  during 
the  third  quarter  of  the  j’ear,  and  the  total  rainfall  for  the 
year ; — 


TYPHOID 

FEVER. 

Mean  Temperature 

Rainfall 

Death-rate. 

Sickness-rate. 

3rd  Quarter. 

for  vear. 

1887 

•17 

— 

58-9 

19  80 

1888 

•14 

— 

55'7 

24-62 

1889 

•09 

— 

57-6 

24-94 

1890 

•14 

•66 

57-9 

22-10 

1891 

•18 

•93 

57-4 

31-14 

1892 

•08 

•54 

56-7 

25-60 

1893 

•19 

i-oo 

59-7 

20-76 

1894 

•21 

104 

56-1 

25-52 

1895 

•17 

•88 

59-2 

24  89 

1896 

•21 

•95 

57-4 

22-27 

1897 

•18 

106 

58-0 

28-21 

1898 

•22 

1-25 

58-3 

20-45 

1899 

■Zi 

1-52 

60-4 

25-12 

1900 

•35 

1-64 

59-6 

29-09 

1901 

•21 

1-18 

60-1 

22-64 

1902 

•19 

1-01 

56-6 

25-98 

1903 

•12 

•65 

56-8 

33-83 
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The  subjoined  statement  shows  the  sickness  rate  from 
Typhoid  Fever  in  each  ward  of  the  City  : — 


Rotton  Park 

, , , , , , 

•47 

per  1000 

All  Saints’ 

•47 

Lady  wood 

•44 

y y 

St.  Paul’s 

•71 

St.  George’s 

•44 

St.  Stephen’s 

•59 

y y 

St.  Mary’s 

...  ... 

•86 

y y 

St.  Bartholomew’s 

•79 

Market  Hall 

•32 

St.  Thomas’ 

•54 

St.  Martin’s 

•46 

Edgbaston  and  Harborne 

•58 

yy 

Deri  tend 

1-21 

Bordesley 

•65 

y y 

Duddeston 

1-15 

Nechells 

•98 

y f 

Balsall  Heath 

•51 

Saltley 

•66 

} } 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  notified,  165  were  re- 
moved to  hospital.  Of  these  70  were  taken  to  the  General 
Hospital,  38  to  the  Workhouse  Infirmary,  24  to  the  Queen's 
Hospital,  19  to  the  Children’s  Hospital,  and  14  to  the  City 
Hospital.  Seven  other  cases  occurred  in  public  institutions, 
from  which  they  were  not  removed.  During  the  time  when 
there  was  pressure  on  the  hospital  accommodation,  caused 
by  the  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it  was  impossible  to  treat 
cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  the  City  Hospital.  As,  how- 
ever, the  prevalence  of  this  latter  disease  declined, 
accommodation  was  made  for  Typhoid  Fever  patients 
at  Little  Bromwich  Hospital.  The  work  done  by 
the  General  Hospital  in  setting  aside  special  accom- 
modation for  Typhoid  cases  was  very  much  appre- 
ciated in  the  City,  and  was  gratefully  acknowledged  in  a 
letter  sent  to  the  Governors  of  the  Hospital  by  the  Health 
Committee  on  November  25th.  It  is  most  important  that 
accommodation  should  always  be  available  for  those  cases 
of  Typhoid  Fever  which  cannot  possibly  be  nursed  at 
home,  and  with  the  increased  accommodation  now  being 
provided  at  Little  Bromwich  it  is  probable  that  little  dif- 
ficulty will  be  met  with  in  the  future  in  this  respect. 

I'he  Pathological  Department  at  the  University  ex- 
amined 107  specimens  of  blood  for  the  typhoid  reaction. 
Facilities  for  this  means  of  accurate  diagnosis  ought  to  be 
much  more  extensively  taken  advantage  of  than  is  indi- 
cated by  the  above  figure. 

DIAREHCEA. 

The  late  Dr.  Ballard,  when  Medical  Inspector  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  was  one  of  the  first  to  emphasise 
the  fact  that  the  disease  commonly  known  as  Summer 
Diarrhcea  is  specific,  with  definite  symptoms  and  a well- 


Typhoid  Fever 
in  Wards. 


T3T)hoid  Fever 
cases  removed. 


Widal's  Test 


Diarrhoja. 


24 


Diarrhoea  and 
temperature  and 
rainfall. 


marked  course,  and  that  its  cause  is  probably  as  definite  as 
that  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  or  any  of  the  other  infec- 
tious diseases.  Unfortunately,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
distinguish  some  of  the  cases  from  allied  diseases,  and,  as 
a result,  a number  of  deaths  are  returned  every  year  as  due 
to  Enteritis  and  other  diseases  which  ought  to  be  returned 
as  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

In  the  chart  on  the  opposite  page  is  shown  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  during  each  fortnightly  period  since  the 
year  1900.  This  chart  gives  a good  idea  as  to  the  relative 
prevalence  of  the  disease  in  each  of  the  four  years.  It  also 
indicates  the  time  of  the  year  when  the  disease  was  pre- 
valent. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  deaths  were  due  to 
Epidemic  Diarrhoea  during  1903,  and  I3G  deaths  were 
registered  as  Enteritis,  making  a total  of  724  The  average 
number  of  deaths  during  the  ten  years  1893-1902  was  977 
each  year,  or  an  average  of  253  more  than  occurred  during 
1903. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  number  of  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  in  each  vear  since  1887,  and 
also  certain  other  figures  in  regard  to  temperature  and 
rainfall ; — 


Deaths  during  each  3rd  Quarter  Days  when 

year  from  Mean  Rainfall  'OlO  inch  or 

Diarrhma.  Enteritis.  Total.  Temperature,  in  inches,  more  of  rainfl. 


1887 

...  550 

60 

610 

58-9 

5-62 

31 

1888 

...  305 

60 

365 

55-7 

9-58 

49 

1889 

...  465 

56 

521 

57 '6 

6-62 

39 

1890 

...  434 

101 

535 

57-9 

7-39 

42 

1891 

...  320 

107 

427 

57 '4 

7-27 

48 

1892 

...  443 

104 

547 

56-7 

9-22 

41 

189.S 

...  828 

200 

1028 

59-7 

5-61 

46 

1894 

...  256 

148 

404 

56 '1 

7-18 

45 

189ri 

...  605 

282 

887 

59-2 

6-45 

44 

1896 

...  589 

309 

898 

57-4 

7-33 

47 

1897 

...  923 

521 

1444 

58-0 

7*24 

35 

1898 

...  668 

544 

1212 

58-3 

4-50 

21 

1899 

...  831 

580 

1411 

60-4 

4*98 

34 

1900 

613 

409 

1022 

59-6 

5 43 

31 

1901 

..  792 

206 

998 

60  1 

5 91 

26 

1902 

...  412 

122 

534 

56-6 

7-51 

47 

1903 

...  588 

136 

724 

56-8 

9-85 

49 

The, 

relationship  between 

the  mean  temperature 

of  the 

air  during 

the 

third 

(juarter 

and  the 

])reva- 

lence  of 

fatal  Diarrluna 

is  verv 

close  : 

the  chiirt 

Nf).  () 

shows  this  even  more 

striking!}^  than  the  table.  It 

will  be 

seen  that  the  autumn  of  the  year  1903  was  relatively  a cool 
one.  In  addition,  however,  to  being  a cold  autumn,  it  was 
one  with  a higher  rainfall  than  any  other  during  the  17 
years.  The  number  of  rainy  days  also  was  lar^e.  To  a 
great  extent  temperature  and  the  absence  ot  rainfall 
govern  the  prevalence  of  this  commonly  fatal  disease  in 
any  community. 


CHART  No.  5. 

Deaths  from  DiarrhcBa  and  Enteritis  in  each 
Fortnight  of  the  Years 
1900,  1901,  1902,  1903. 


CHART  No.  6. 

Annual  Death-Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
and  Mean  Temperature  in  Summer  Quarter. 
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The  important  point  to  bear  in  mind,  however,  is  the  or^aniTfiirh'^ 
means  by  which  temperature  and  diyness  of  the  atmo- 
sphere are  capable  of  operating.  There  seems  now  to  be  no 
doubt  whatever  that  temperature  and  moisture  act  in  en- 
abling the  germs  of  various  kinds  which  set  up  Epidemic 
Diarrhoea  to  multiply  in  organic  matter  in  all  sorts  of 
situations.  These  germs  are  liable  to  multiply  at  an 
enormous  rate,  provided  the  temperature  is  suitable  for 
them,  in  organic  matter  in  soil  such  as  that  which  exists 
in  unpaved  yard  surfaces  near  dwelling  houses,  and  in 
privies  of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  in  any  kind  of  otherwise 
clean  organic  matter,  such  as  milk  and  other  foods. 

The  prevention  of  Summer  Diarrhoea  largely  depends 
upon  the  principle  of  preventing*  any  accumulation  of 
unnecessary  organic  matter  near  dAvelling  houses,  and  in 
taking  every  precaution  to  prevent  milk  and  other  foods 
(organic  matter)  from  becoming  contaminated.  The  work 
of  the  Coi*poration  in  doing  awa}*  with  insanitary  pan 
privies,  in  removing  solid  refuse  at  short  intervals  from 
dwelling  houses,  in  cleansing  streets,  and  in  requiring  that 
unpaved  yard  surfaces  should  be  covered  with  some  im- 
pervious material,  is  among  the  most  important  preventive 
measures  which  can  be  taken  by  the  municipality. 

A great  deal  can  be  done  by  parents  to  prevent  their 
infants  from  contracting  Summer  Diarrhoea,  and  the  work 
of  instruction  carried  out  by  the  AVomen  Health  Visitors 
is  an  important  adjunct  to  the  Corporation’s  preventive 
measures  against  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  It  is  impossible  to 
get  the  best  results  from  municipal  Avork  unless  parents 
exercise  proper  care  in  feeding  their  susceptible  young 
children. 

Early  last  summer  a large  number  of  leaflets  on  the 
prevention  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  sent  to  the  elemen- 
tary schools  to  be  given  to  the  older  scholars.  In  addition 
large  posters  were  placed  in  prominent  positions  in  the 
districts  usually  most  attacked  by  this  disease. 


OTHER  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Influenza  caused  63  deaths, 
lowing  numbers  in  the  previous 

1893  

1894  

1895  

1896  

1897  

1898  

1899  

1900  

1901  

1902  

1903  


as  compared  with  the  fol-  influenza, 
ten  years  : — 

1*23 

29 

121 

41* 

59 

89 
150 
185 

90 
76* 

63 


*53  weeks. 
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Erysipelas. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


Erysipelas  caused  22  deaths  among  644  cases  of  sick- 
ness from  this  disease  notified.  In  previous  years  the 
notifications  and  deaths  from  Erysipelas  were  as  fol- 
lows ; 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

189.3 

. • • 

852 

24 

1894 

772 

15 

1895 

• • . 

818 

22 

1896 

782* 

21* 

1897 

585 

21 

1898 

637 

15 

1899 

629 

21 

1900 

678 

26 

1901 

726 

23 

1902 

762* 

30* 

190.3 

644 

*53  weeks. 
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Puerperal  Fever  was  accountable  for  21  deaths  among 
31  cases  of  sickness  notified.  In  addition  to  the  21  deaths 
from  Puerperal  Fever,  there  were  43  deaths  due  to  acci- 
dents and  diseases  of  parturition,  so  that  64  mothers  died 
in  child-bed  from  various  causes  during  the  year,  i.e.,  one 
to  every  264  births,  or  one  to  every  803  if  Puerperal  Fever 
alone  is  taken. 


The  number  of  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  the 
number  of  deaths  from  the  disease,  and  the  number  of 
deaths  from  accidents  of  child-birth  are  set  out  in  the 


accompanying 

table 

for  the  past  ten  years  : 

Pueri>eral  Fever. 

Accidents  of 

^ 

C'hildbirth. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

1894 

42 

18 

48 

1895 

24 

15 

43 

1896 

.31* 

21* 

.50* 

1897 

17 

9 

41 

1898 

24 

14 

60 

1899 

.30 

14 

63 

1900 

.39 

26 

55 

1901 

32 

28 

45 

1902 

.35* 

22* 

.37* 

190.3 

.31 

21 

43 

*.')3  weeks. 


tupepculap  diseases. 


’I’ubercular 

(liKeases. 


44ie  number  of  deaths  from  these  infectious  diseases 
during  1903  was  1025,  as  against  1,093  in  the  previous 
year.  In  the  accompanying  table  is  given  the  number  of 


CHART  No.  7. 


deaths  from  each  of  the  chief  forms  of  tubercular  disease 
for  each  of  the  previous  ten  years,  together  with  the 
mortality-rate  in  each  year:  — 


DISEASE. 

1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

Abdominal 

Tuberculosis  .. 

66 

47 

66 

61 

57 

64 

78 

104 

131 

92 

113 

Tubercular 

Meningitis 

63 

68 

94 

76 

79 

102 

63 

56 

88 

63 

73 

Phthisis 

775 

630 

718 

694 

679 

718 

841 

847 

903 

874 

751 

Other  forms  of 

85 

Tuberculosis  ... 

141 

114 

127 

121 

122 

70 

96 

71 

83 

64 

Total  deaths 

1045 

859 

1005 

952 

937 

954 

1078 

1078 

1205 

1093 

1025 

Mortality  rate 

2T5 

1-75 

2-02 

1-87 

1-86 

0-87 

2-10 

2-08 

2-30 

2-04 

1-93 

*53  weeks. 


There  seems  to  he  practical  unanimity  among  persons 
who  have  carefully  studied  the  subject  that  few,  if  any,  are 
born  with  the  germ  of  the  disease  in  them,  and  that  in 
nearly  all  cases  infection  is  received  from  some  previous 
case.  But  in  addition  to  the  necessit}'  of  receiving  the 
active  infecting  agent — the  germ  of  Tuberculosis — it  ,is 
necessary  also  to  have  a susceptible  constitution.  These 
two  conditions  are  probably  of  equal  importance  in  dealing 
with  the  subject  of  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Much 
has  been  done  in  regard  to  lessening  the  number 
of  susceptible  people  during  the  past  fifty  years  by 
municipalities  and  by  the  Government  in  securing 
better  houses,  better  sanitary  surroundings,  better  food 
supplies,  and  better  conditions  of  work.  Until  a few  years 
ago,  practically  nothing  Avas  done  to  prevent  the  infectious 
cases  from  spreading  broadcast  their  infection,  so  that  the 
good  results  that  have  been  obtained  haA-e  been  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  bettering  of  the  conditions  under  Avhich 
people  live  and  Avork. 

Chart  No.  7 shoAvs  the  death-rate  from  one  of  the  Precautions 
principal  tubercular  diseases — phthisis — in  England  and  con^umptio 
Wales,  and  in  the  registration  districts  of  Birming- 
ham, Aston,  and  King’s  Norton  since  1856.  The  chart 
demonstrates  in  a A-ery  remarkable  manner  the  splendid 
results  Avhich  have  already  been  achieved.  These  results, 
hoAvever,  Avere  obtained  AvithoAit  any  direct  effort  toAvards 
the  prevention  of  this  disease.  There  is  every  probability 
of  direct  effort  still  further  reducing  the  mor- 
tality from  this  most  serious  of  all  preventable 
diseases.  As  regards  direct  measures  leaflets  liaA^e 
been  widely  distributed  in  Birmingham  for  seA'eral 
years  past  pointing  out  the  necessity  for  care  on  the 
part  of  consumptiA-es,  so  that  they  shall  not  spread  the 
infection  to  others.  Notices  have  also  been  distributed  in 
workshops,  lodging  houses,  public  houses,  tramcars,  and 
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other  public  places  of  resort,  pointing  out  the  danger  of  the 
unnecessary  habit  of  spitting  on  the  floor.  In  addition, 
notices  have  been  posted  on  lamp-posts  and  in  other  promi- 
nent places  in  the  City  cautioning  persons  against  this 
filthy  habit.  The  Health  Visitors  in  their  daily  work  have, 
as  part  of  their  duty,  to  systeniaticalh’  visit  all  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  which  they  come  across.  Unfortunately,  we 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  where  consumptives  reside 
other  than  from  the  visits  of  the  Women  Health  Visitors. 
It  is  probable  that  the  majority  of  consumptives  escape 
notice  at  the  present  time  until  their  death  is  reported  by 
the  Hegistrar.  'J’here  are  in  Birmingham  at  any  one  time 
probablj'  at  least  8,000  cases  of  Phthisis.  The  Health 
Visitors  in  their  visits  during  1903  ascertained  the  exist- 
ence of  332  cases.  It  seems,  therefore,  highly  desirable 
that  some  better  method  of  ascertaining  where  consump- 
tives reside  should  be  obtained,  and  experience  indicates 
that  a form  of  voluntary  notification  is  the  best  means  we 
have  for  this  at  the  disposal  of  the  Corporation  at  present. 
Such  a form  of  notification  would  enable  the  Sanitary 
Autliority  to  give  particular  instruction  in  the  methods  of 
preventing  the  spread  of  infection  to  the  persons  who  are 
reaJly  capable  of  spreading  it. 

No  arrangement  has  yet  been  made  in  this  City  to 
enable  consumptives  of  the  poorer  class  to  obtain  curative 
treatment  in  sanatoria.  In  a large  City  like  Birmingham 
there  are  possibly  at  one  time  several  hundreds  of  consump- 
tives who  could  be  permanently  cured  if  suitable  means 
were  provided.  Much  discussion  has  taken  place  throughout 
the  world  within  the  past  few  years  as  to  the  percentage 
of  cases  which  arc  suitable  for  l>eing  sent  to  sana- 
toria, and  much  confusion  exists  in  the  mind  of  the 
medical  profession  and  of  the  public  in  regard  to  the 
matter.  This  arises  chiefly  from  the  fact  that  the  sana- 
toiia  which  are  ifi  existence  admit  patients  on  payment  of 
a fee,  or  on  the  recommendation  of  the  subscriber.  The 
result  is  that  all  classes  of  consumptives  are  sent  to  sana- 
toila  except,  perhaps,  the  most  advanced  cases,  with  the 
result  that  a large  percentage  of  them  do  not  ]xunianently 
benefit  from  treatment.  In  addition  to  a sanatorium  foV 
the  curative  treatment  of  consumptives,  it  may  at  soine 
time  be  Jiecessary  to  provide  accommodation  for  those 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which  are  in  a highly 
infecting  condition,  and  where  proper  accommodation  can- 
not be  obtained  at  their  homes. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  work  done  by  the  staff  of  disinfectors  was  con- 
siderable during  the  year  owing  to  the  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  which  had  to  Iw  dealt  with,  and  also  to  the 
number  of  cases  of  Small-pox.  A solution  of  chloride  of 
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lime  was  mainly  employed  in  spraying  walls  as  being  the 
most  efficient  cheap  disinfectant  there  is.  Beds  and  other 


articles  have  been  disinfected  principally  by  heat  at  the 


disinfecting  station.  The  work  done 

by  the 

staff 

is  as 

follows  : — 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Houses  disinfected  after  Small-pox 

0 

67 

229 

„ ,,  ,,  Puerperal  Fever 

...  21 

29 

27 

,,  ,,  ,,  Scarlet  Fever 

...  2703 

4355 

2410 

,,  ,,  ,,  Diphtheria  and  Croup 

...  270 

527 

656 

,.  ,,  ,,  Typhoid  Fever  ... 

...  456 

486 

309 

,,  „ ,,  Consumption 

...  345 

490 

461 

,,  ,,  ,,  Measles  ... 

..  103 

67 

89 

Beds  and  Mattresses  disinfected 

...  4234 

6583 

5215 

Sheets,  Blankets,  and  Counterpanes  disinfected 

...10046 

15884 

12182 

Pillows  and  Bolsters  disinfected 

...  7395 

11215 

77.30 

Garments  disinfected  ... 

...12809 

23685 

27706 

Carpets  disinfected 

...  559 

1127 

1469 

Other  Articles  disinfected 

...  1595 

3238 

5654 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  COMMUNICABLE  TO 

MAN. 

A considerable  number  of  diseases  among  the  lower  Contagious 
animals  are  communicable  to  man.  Fortunately,  no  such 
case  of  infection  was  reported  during  1903,  so  far  as  the 
more  serious  of  these  diseases  are  concerned.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  in  such  a statement  to  exclude  tuberculosis,  as  it 
is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  evidence  of  infected  animals 
spreading  this  disease  to  man,  on  account  of  the  long 
“ incubation  ” period. 

Mr.  Malcolm,  the  Veterinary  Inspector,  has  supplied 
the  following  information  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
communicable  diseases  in  1903. 

“ I herewith  send  you  a note  on  the  occurrence 
of  the  scheduled  contagious  diseases  of  animals  trans- 
missible to  man  for  the  year  1903. 

“ Glanders  and  Farcy. — Twenty-four  cases  of  Glanders, 
this  disease  occurred  in  1903.  This  is  above  the 
average  in  preceding  years,  but  the  increase  coincided 
with  a general  increase  in  the  country.  As  a consider- 
able number  of  the  cases  in  Birmingham  occurred  in 
stables  containing  either  one  horse  or  two  or  three 
horses,  where  there  had  been  no  previous  case  of 
glanders  or  any  new  horses  introduced,  the  sources  of 
infection  were  in  all  probability  outside,  either  in 
contaminated  Avater-troughs  or  in  in -contact  latent 
cases  at  work.  With  the  vieAv  of  diminishing  the 
sources  of  infection  the  water-troughs  Avere  closed — 
a procedure  Avhich  the  horse-owners  generally  com- 
mended. At  the  same  time,  it  is  certain  that  the  great 
source  of  infection  to  healthy  studs  is  the  purchase  of 
horses  with  latent  disease  drafted  out  of  infected  studs. 
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Anthrax. 


Rabies 


Epizootic 

Lymphangitis. 


“ Under  existing  regulations  there  is  no  real 
check  on  the  sale  of  horses  with  the  latent  disease, 
which  seems  therefore  not  unlikely  to  remain  per- 
manently in  the  country.  Under  regulations  con- 
ferring power  of  compulsory  maleiu  testing  of  all 
horses  in  infected  stables  with  reasonable  compensa- 
tion uniformly  in  force,  the  disease  could  be  almost,  if 
not  entirely  suppressed.  It  was  noticed,  when  dealing 
with  the  cases  which  occurred,  that  one  or  two  of  the 
stable  attendants  with  abrasions  on  their  hands  ran 
grave  risks  of  contracting  the  disease.  All  were 
warned  of  the  danger,  and  fortunately  no  case  has 
occurred  in  man. 

“ Anthrax. — Whilst,  according  to  tbe  official 
returns,  anthrax  showed  a distinct  increase  in  the 
country  in  1903,  no  case  occurred  in  this  citj^  and, 
with  the  exception  of  one  doubtful  carcass  which  was 
submitted  for  inspection  and  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  food  and  subsequently  cremated,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  any  meat  affected  with  anthrax  was  sent 
into  the  city.  This  must  be  considered  very  satisfac- 
tory, for  the  danger  to  human  life  in  dealing  with 
anthrax  meat  is  very  great,  especially  so  for  those 
who  dress  the  carcasses.  The  cause  of  the  increase  of 
this  disease,  notwithstanding  the  eh'orts  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  to  suppress  it.  is  on  high  authority 
ascribed,  at  least  in  part,  to  the  im])ortation  of  con- 
taminated foods  from  infected  countries.  If  this 
view  is  correct,  the  hope  of  lessening,  far  less  exter- 
minating, the  disease  must  be  small,  and  there  seems 
therefore  no  prospect  that  the  necessity  for  special 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors  is  likely  to  be 
lessened. 

'^‘Rah/es.-  Ao  case  of  rabies  occurred  in  the  coun- 
try in  1903,  and  at  the  present  this  disease  seems  to 
be  stamped  out.  Several  dogs  showing  more  or  less 
symptoms  were  submitted  for  examination,  but  in 
only  one  case  was  there  any  doubt.  In  that  case  it 
was  deemed  advisable,  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  to  send  the  dog's 
head  to  them  in  London  for  test  inoculation.  The 
Board  subsequently  declared  the  case  not  rabies. 

'"E pizootic  Lym  phan(jitix.--T\\\s  disease  of  horses, 
recently  introduced  from  South  Africa,  chiefly  by 
returned  army  horses,  has  been  scheduled  as  a con- 
tagious disease  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  a 
special  order  dealing  with  it  issued  by  them.  Xo  case 
has  been  observed  in  Birmingham.  Aiithorities  hav- 
ing experience  of  the  disease  in  South  Africa  state 
that  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  trans- 
missible to  man.” 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WOEKING  CLASSES  ACT. 

No  report  ou  the  health  of  a city  can  be  complete  wo’rking”^ 
without  a statement  re^arclin^  the  work  done  to  improve  Classes, 
the  condition  of  the  houses  of  the  labouring  classes.  The 
method  adopted  in  Birmingham  is  somewhat  different  to 
that  in  operation  in  many  other  towns,  and  therefore  a 
short  description  of  it  may  be  necessary.  Briefly,  it  is  as 
follows. 

Where  a house  or  group  of  small  houses  is  found  to 
be  in  a condition  unfit  for  human  habitation  proceedings 
are  taken  under  Part  II.  of  the  Housing  of  the  AYorking 
Classes  Act,  and  an  effort  is  made  to  get  the  owner  to  so 
substantially  repair  the  property  as  to  make  it 
habitable,  in  order  to  retain  a supply  of  good  houses  at  a 
rental  which  could  not  obtain  were  the  houses  pulled  down 
and  rebuilt.  The  work  of  repairing  has  consisted  mainly 
(I)  in  putting  in  damp  courses  all  round  the  external  Avails 
of  the  house  and  in  the  internal  walls,  (2)  in  covering  the 
ground  on  which  the  house  stands  AAuth  a layer  of  concrete 
on  Avhich  the  flagging  of  the  kitchen  rests  so  as  to  prevent 
damp,  (3)  in  removing  decayed  ceilings,  AvhiteAvashing  the 
cavity  and  re-ceiling,  (4)  in  thoroughly  repairing  or 
reneAA’ing  the  woodwork  of  floors,  windows,  doors, 
etc.,  (5)  in  thoroughly  repairing  the  roof,  and  (d)  in 
proA'iding  proper  water-closet  and  ashbin  accommodation. 

In  certain  cases,  where  walls  have  been  found  to  be  so  badly 
bulged  or  defectHe  that  they  could  not  be  repaired,  it  has 
been  necessary  to  take  doAvn  the  wall  of  part  of  the  house. 

As  this  plan  is  at  present  carried  out  in  Birmingham,  ””  habuTtfon 
a large  amount  of  time  is  occupied  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  in  personally  inspecting  the  houses.  During 
1903,  the  folloAving  houses  Avere  represented  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  after  a 


111  inspection  in  each  case  : — 

1 Court,  Brewery  Street 

7 houses 

.1  Court,  Manchester  Street 

3 

139,  140  ahd  141  New  John  Street 

4 

Coventry  t'lace,  Coventry  Street 

4 

1 Court,  Newdegate  Street  .. 

6 

7 Scott  Street 

1 

Richmond  Terrace,  Ashle}^  Street... 

3 

Back  of  6 Bull  King  ... 

10  Court,  St.  George’s  Street  

5 

4 

15  Little  Edward  Street  

1 

12  Court,  Bartholomew  Street  

5 

37  Court,  Brearley  Street 

6 

Back  of  164  New  John  Street  

•> 

104,  lOo  and  106  Coventry  Street 

3 

Warwick  Place,  Coventry  Street  ... 

4 

-• 

29  Spooner  Street  ... 

1 

13  Court,  Angelina  Street 

o 

7 

Lincoln  Place,  Garrison  Lane  

35  Court,  Farm  Street  

4 

Back  of  3 Moore’s  Row  

3 

1 

17  Court,  Francis  Street 
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Houses  unfit 
for  habitation — 
(continued). 


19  Court,  Bordesley  Street... 

Back  of  3 Oxford  Street 

Back  of  35  Montague  Street 

Back  of  214  and  215  Bradford  Street 

1 Court,  Little  Edward  Street 

Back  of  102  Digbeth 

22  Court,  Hampton  Street  ... 

Back  of  53  New  John  Street 

54  and  55  New  John  Street 

10  Court,  Lower  Tower  Street 

Back  of  SO  Aston  Road 

Back  of  6 and  7 Earl  Street 

235  Aston  Road 

1 Court,  Jennens  Row 

26,  27,  28  and  29  Allison  Street  ... 

Back  of  4 and  5 Coventry  Street  ... 

40,  41,  42,  43  and  44  Lister  Street 
18,  19,  20  and  21  Park  Lane 
Back  of  19  Park  Lane 
Back  of  21  Park  Lane 
51  Court,  Summer  Lane 
1 Court,  Brass  Street 

3 Court,  Brass  Street 

21  Court,  Moor  Street 

90,  91  and  92  Moor  Street 
Victoria  Terrace,  Dartmouth  Street 
14  Court,  Adams  Street  .... 

8 Court,  Adams  Street 
Back  of  34  Adams  Street  ... 

13  Court,  Digbeth 

6 Court,  Richard  Street 

5 Court,  Richard  Street  ...  

1 Court,  Clyde  Street 
Back  of  8 Fawdrj’  Street  ... 

7 Court,  Warwick  Street  ... 

Lilly  Crescent,  Derby  Street 

33  Court,  Brearley  Street  ... 

51  Court,  Summer  Lane 

7 Court,  New  John  Street  ... 

5 Court,  Blews  Street 

14  Court,  New  John  Street ... 

1 Court,  Blews  Street 

6 and  7 Earl  Street 

47,  51,  53  and  55  Dartmouth  Street 

22  C.'ourt,  Aston  Road 

4 Court,  Jennens  Row 

4 and  5 Coventry  Street 

3^  Court,  Meriden  Street  ... 

Carden  IValk,  Lotig  Acre  ... 

Hack  of  18  Park  Lane 
Hack  of  20  Park  Lane 

2 Court,  Gosta  Green 

1 Pope  Street 

2 Court,  Brass  Street 

(5  to  11  Brass  Street  ... 

1 Henns  Walk  ' ...  ...  ...  . . 

5 Court,  Ellis  Street 

34  Court,  Lawley  Street 
12  Court,  Adams  Street 
34  Adams  Street 

4 Court,  Adams  Street 

72,  74,  76,  78,  80,  82  and  84  Dartmouth  Street 
30,  31  ami  .32  Richard  Street 
26  and  27  Richard  Street  ... 


M 
9 9 
99 
99 


1 house 
1 

1 „ 

2 
4 
2 
1 
2 

12 
10 
2 
T 
1 

4 
6 

5 
4 
1 
1 
8 

3 

4 
9 

3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

4 
4 

6 
1 

3 
2 
9 
2 
6 
1 

4 
2 
2 

4 

5 
4 
2 
3 

7 

o 


/ 

1 

7 

6 

1 

3 

16 

1 

1 

3 


Total 


304 
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The  following-  is  a list  of  properties  rendered  habit- 
able  during-  the  year  1903  : — habitation. 


Date  when 


Property.  No.  of  houses.  habitable. 


15  Court,  Gt.  Barr  Street  

2 

March  4th, 

1903. 

131,  133  and  135  Dartmouth  Street,  and 

-2,  4,  8,  12,  and  house  adjoining  12  in 

Lord  Street 

8 

March  4th, 

1903. 

Back  of  8 Bishopsgate  Street  ... 

1 

Mar. 

18th, 

1903. 

No.  5 and  house  back  of  7 Bishopsgate 

Street  ... 

8 

Mar. 

18th, 

1903. 

No.  3 and  2 houses  in  Eli  Place, 

Richard  Street 

3 

Mar 

18th, 

1903. 

67  Adams  Street 

1 

Mar. 

18th, 

190.3. 

IG  Gt.  Lister  Street 

1 

April 

1st, 

190.3. 

58,  64,  66  Lord  Street  ... 

3 

April 

Ist, 

1903. 

17  to  23a  Lord  Street  ... 

5 

April 

1st, 

1903. 

1 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 

17 

April 

29th, 

1903. 

35  Gt.  Lister  Street 

5 

April  29th, 

190.3. 

1 back  of  260  Gt.  Lister  Street 

1 

April 

29th, 

1903. 

7 Court,  Gt.  Barr  Street 

4 

April 

-29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  164  New  John  Street... 

2 

April  29th, 

1903. 

4 Court,  Bartholomew  Street  ... 

3 

April  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  98  Adams  Street 

4 

April  29th, 

1903. 

34  Love  Lane 

1 

April  -29th, 

1903. 

7 Court,  Stoke  Street  ... 

4 

June 

1st. 

190.3. 

9 Court,  Lower  Tower  Street  ... 

8 

June 

1st, 

1903. 

3 and  4 Courts,  Oxford  Street... 

21 

.June 

1st, 

1903. 

50  and  52  Adams  Street 

2 

June 

29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  8 Fawdry  Street 

1 

June 

29th, 

1903. 

13  Court,  Gt.  Barr  Street 

6 

June 

29th, 

1903. 

14  Court,  Gt.  Barr  Street 

4 

June 

29th, 

1903. 

.35  Court,  Farm  Street  ... 

4 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

44  Court,  Windsor  Sti-eet 

6 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

Lord  Street  and  Windsor  Street 

6 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

12  Court,  Bartholomew  Street 

6 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

10  Court,  St.  George’s  Street  ... 

4 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

17  Court,  Adams  Street 

r" 

1 

Sept. 

16th. 

1903. 

6 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 

5 

Nov. 

18th, 

1903. 

51  Court,  Summer  Lane 

2 

Dec. 

2nd, 

1903. 

Total  ...  155 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  properties 
were  repaired  without  notice  : — 


Lord  Street  and  Windsor  Street 
Back  of  98  Adams  Street 
7 Court,  Stoke  Street 

35  Court,  Farm  Street 

3 and  4 Courts,  Oxford  Street 
44  Court,  Windsor  Street 
10  Court,  St.  George’s  Street  ... 
17  Court,  Adams  Street 
6 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 


of  houses. 

Date. 

8 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

15 

June 

1st, 

1903. 

4 

June 

1st, 

190.3. 

9 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

7 

June 

1st, 

190.3. 

6 

Sept. 

1 6th, 

1903. 

7 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

9 

Sept. 

16th, 

1903. 

12 

Nov. 

18th, 

190.3. 

Total  ..  77 
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Hu8ee  plosert. 


Houses 

demolished. 


During  the  year  65  Closing  Orders  were  obtained  with 
regard  to  the  following  properties:  — 


No. 

of  houses.  Date. 

54  and  56  Adams  Street 

2 

March  6th,  1903. 

1,  2.  4,  6,  7 and  8,  in  44  Court, 
Windsor  Street 

6 

Mar.  20th,  1903. 

24  Adams  Street 

1 

Mar  27  th,  1903. 

28,  30,  32  ami  36  Adams  Street 

4 

Mar.  27th,  1903. 

2,  3,  4,  5 and  8 in  5 Court,  Tower  Street 

5 

Mar.  27th,  1903. 

3S  Adams  Street 

1 

Mar.  27th,  1903. 

5,  8 and  9 Richmond  Terrace,  Ashley 
Street  ... 

3 

Mar.  27th,  1903. 

2 in  12  Court,  Adams  Street  ... 

1 

Mar.  27th,  1903. 

1,  4,  5 and  6 in  37  Court,  Brearley 
Street 

6 

May  22nd,  1903. 

29  Spooner  Street 

1 

July  31st,  1903. 

7 Scott  Street 

1 

July  31st,  1903. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  last  house  on  right,  5 and  7 in 
Stanton’s  Buildings,  Lower  Loveda}' 
Street 

7 

July  31st,  1903. 

1,  2,  3,  4,  7 and  8 in  1 Court,  Richard 
Street  ... 

6 

July  31st,  1903. 

3 in  17  Court,  Francis  Street 

1 

July  3l8t,  1903. 

1,4,  5 and  6 in  22  Court,  Hospital  St. 

4 

Oct.  9th,  190.3. 

40  to  44  Lister  Street  ... 

5 

Nov.  6th,  1903. 

1,  2 and  5 in  3 Court,  Manchester  St. 

3 

Nov.  6th,  1903. 

1 and  2 back  of  214,  215  Bradford  St. 

2 

Dec.  4 th,  1903. 

1 to  6 in  1 Court,  Newdegate  Street... 

6 

Dec.  4th,  1903. 

65 


Fifty-one  Notices  of  Demolition  were  served  with 
regard  to  the  following  properties:  — 


No.  of  houses.  Date. 


6 Court,  Cheapside 

.3 

Dec.  22nd, 

19o:t. 

Back  of  84  Adams  Street 

1 

Mar.  13th, 

190;T. 

6 Court,  Blews  Street  ... 

2 

Ma}’  15th, 

19o:t. 

Back  of  100  Digbeth 

14 

July  3rd, 

1903. 

331  Bradford  Street 

1 

.Tilly  3nl, 

1903. 

2 back  of  .323  Cheapside 

1 

July  ,3rd, 

1903. 

21  Court,  Milk  Street  ... 

...  ! 

July  3rd, 

190.3. 

24  Adams  Street 

1 

Doc.  3rd, 

1903. 

28,  .30,  ;12  and  36  Adams  Street 

4 

Dec.  .3rd , 

190.3. 

54  and  56  Adams  Street 

2 

Dec.  3rd, 

i9o;t. 

.38  Adams  Street 

1 

Dec.  22nd, 

190.3. 

5 Court,  Tower  Street  ... 

5 

Dec.  22nd, 

1903. 

12  Court,  Adams  Street 

1 

Dec.  22nd, 

1903. 

,37  Court,  Brearley  Street 

6 

Dec.  22nd, 

19tt.3. 

Back  of  40  Adams  Street 

2 

Dec.  4th, 

1903. 

51 
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The  following-  34  houses  were  demolished  during  the 
year  1903  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  : 


No.  of  houses.  Date. 

No.  6 anti  2 at  back  in  Richard  Street  2 Feb.  18th, 

1903. 

Sheepcote  Street 

1 

Peb.  13th, 

1903. 

Back  of  31  Slaney  Street 

1 

Feb.  18th, 

1903. 

9 Court,  Digbeth 

1 

Mar.  4th, 

1903. 

139,  140  and  141  New  John  Street 

3 

Mar.  4th, 

1903. 

4 Court,  Bartholomew  Street  ... 

1 

April  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  18  Lawford  Street 

1 

April  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  16  Lawford  Street 

6 

April  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  S Bull  Ring 

5 

April  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  44  Adams  Street 

1 

May  20th, 

1903. 

3 and  4 Cotirts,  Oxfor-d  Street... 

2 

June  1st, 
June  29th, 

1903. 

14  Court,  Great  Barr  Street  ... 

1 

1903. 

6 Court.  Blews  Street  ... 

2 

July  29th, 

1903. 

Back  of  84  Adams  Street 

1 

July  29th, 

1903. 

5 Court,  Blews  Street  ... 

1 

Oct.-  21st, 

1903. 

6 Court,  Water  Street  ... 

2 

Nor.  18th, 

1903. 

6 Court,  Dartmouth  Street 

1 

Nov.  18tli, 

1903. 

Back  of  93  Adams  Street 

1 

July  29th, 

1903. 

2 Essiugton  Street 

1 

May  20th, 

1903. 

M 

It  is  impossible  in  a report  to  indicate  the  amount  of 
detail  in  dealing  with  every  individual  house  nnder  the 
housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act.  Each  case  has  to  he 
gone  into  separately,  and  dealt  with  according  to  its  special 
circumstances.  It  is,  for  instance,  necessary  to  invite 
property  owners  to  confer  with  the  authorities,  in  order  to 
avoid  useless  expenditure  of  money,  and  this  often  leads 
to  protracted  negotiations.  These  conferences  are  nearly 
alwaj's  rendered  tedious  and  troublesome  on  account  of  the 
number  of  interests  which  have  to  he  consulted  in  each 
case. 


The  results  obtained  by  firm  but  friendly  pressure, 
rather  than  by  the  harsh  and  arbitrary  exercise  of  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  Corporation  by  the  Act  have  been 
most  satisfactory.  Better  work  has  been  done  and  there- 
fore there  has  been  less  liability  to  subsequent  demands  for 
repairs.  The  evidence  is  overwhelming  that  it  is  in  the 
best  interests  of  both  owners  and  tenants  that  good 
work  alone  should  be  permitted.  The  property  owners  of 
experience  now  recognize  this  fully. 

REGISTERED  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  were  71  common  lodging  houses  on  the  register 
for  1903.  In  several  instances  adjoining  houses  which 
liave  been  converted  into  one  lodging  hf)use  are  still  num- 
bered separately.  Eor  this  reason,  the  number  on  the 
register  represents  actually  only  52  common  lodging 
houses. 

The  houses  have  bed  accommodation  for  2,522  persons 
On  the  night  of  February  23rd,  1904,  only  1,825  of  these 
beds  were  occupied.  In  summer  time  a less  number  is 


Common 

Lodging 

houses. 


Common  occupiecl.  Ill  foiir  houses  there  are  beds  for  241,  208,  202, 
houses—  filid  IGI  persons  respectively.  Five  lodging  hoiises  acconi- 

{Kontiiiuai).  modate  from  50  to  100  persons  each.  In  IT  the  number  of 

beds  varies  from  30  to  50 ; while  in  the  remaining  26  it 
ranges  from  8 to  30. 

Three  small  lodging  houses  provide  accommodation 
for  females  only.  Six  houses  cater  for  married  couples; 
while  43  lodging  houses  only  take  in  males.  In  two  in- 
stances during  1003  common  lodging  houses  were  closed — 
one  of  these  was  demolished  to  make  waj’  tor  other  build- 
ings. These  two  houses  had  accommodation  for  22  persons. 
One  house  was  registered  during  the  j'^ear. 

For  a considerable  part  of  the  year  an  inspector  has 
visited  each  common  lodging  house  every  morning,  in- 
cluding Sundays,  tor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  earl5'  in- 
formation in  regal'd  to  lodgers  suspected  to  be  suifering 
from  small-pox.  Four  inspectors  have  been  employed  on 
this  duty.  In  this  waj-  28  cases  of  small-pox  were  ascer- 
tained. Except  in  two  instances,  this  inspection  was  so 
efficient  that  the  earliest  possible  information  of  the 
disease  was  obtained.  In  none  of  the  lodging  house  cases 
had  a medical  man  been  called  in  prior  to  the  inspector’s 
visit.  To  this  efficient  inspection  is  largely  due  the  small 
number  of  case's  of  small-pox  in  lodging  houses  (hiring  the 
year.  No  less  than  14,895  visits  have  been  paid  by  in- 
spectors to  common  lodging  houses  and  houses  let  in  lodg- 
ings during  the  day,  while  1.141  visits  have  been  made  at 
night. 

dTiere  are  a few  of  the  hirmingham  lodging  houses 
which  are  admirably  adapted  for  their  purpose.  (In  the 
other  hand,  several  are  obviously  unsuitable  by  reason  of 
their  general  arrangement  or  structural  condition.  The 
pmvers  secured  in  the  Birmingham  (’orporation  Act,  19(13, 
in  regard  to  common  lodging  houses,  will  be  am]de  to 
enable  the  (’orporation  to  insist  that  those  houses  which 
are  by  their  arrangement  and  structural  condition  unfit 
shall  be  brought  up  to  a reasonably  good  condition. 

ddie  bye-laws  relating  to  common  lodging  houses  have 
been  strictly  enforced  during  the  year.  Indeed,  there  has 
been  evident  willingness  to  conduct  the  houses  so  as  not 
to  infringe  the  bye-laws,  which  in  some  respects  are  irk- 
some, though  necessary.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take 
proceedings  against  the  keepers  of  any  of  the  registered 
common  lodging  houses  during  1903. 

4'wo  persons  Avere  summoned  during  the  year  for 
keeping  unregistered  common  lodging  houses,  and  fines 
of  20s.  and  40s.  Avere  imposed. 
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The  Birmiug-hain  Corporation  Act,  1903,  provides,  as 
regards  common  lodging  houses  : — common 

‘ lodging  houses. 

(1)  That  the  keeper  or  his  appointed  deputj^  shall 
reside  at  the  lodging  house. 

(2)  That  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary  conveni- 
ences shall  he  provided. 

(3)  That  every  common  lodging  house  shall  be 
registered  for  one  year  from  December  31st  in  each 
year,  and  that  such  annual  registration  may  be  re- 
fused. 


110TTSE8  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  exists  a good  deal  of  misapprehension  as  to 
what  class  of  houses  comes  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  lodgings. 

houses  let  in  lodgings.”  They  differ  entirely  from 
“ common  lodging  houses,”  and  are  governed  by  separate 
regulations  ”,  (not  bye-laws).  In  Birmingham  the  term 
applies  to  a class  of  houses  not  quite  the  same  as  in  other 
towns. 

Locally,  they  are  termed  “ lodging  houses,”  and  the 
regulations  in  regard  to  them  are  carried  out  by  the  same 
two  inspectors  who  deal  with  common  lodging  houses. 

The  City  Council  may  cause  the  regulations  to  apply  to 
any  house  or  part  of  a house  let  in  lodgings,  or  occupied 
by  members  of  more  than  one  family,  without  limitation 
as  to  rental  or  rateable  value.  Only  such  houses,  however, 
are  placed  on  the  register  as  are  occupied  by  persons  who 
actually  need  such  Supervision.  No  difficulty  has  been  ex- 
perienced in  selecting  houses  which  require  registration, 
for  there  is  an  increasingly  large  number  of  the  most 
thriftless  and  dirty  people  who  are  driven  by  poverty  to 
inhabit  these  sub-let  houses.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the 
keeper  sub-lets  to  them  one  or  two  rooms,  furnished,  for 
a weekly  or  nightly  payment.  Everything  is  provided  by 
the  keeper — saucepans,  kettle,  crockery,  spoons,  blankets, 
etc.  When  the  tenant  leaves  he  has  nothing  to  take  with 
him  but  his  clothes.  In  the  case  of  new  tenants  the  rent  is 
paid  daily  or  weekly,  in  advance,  so  that,  except  in  regard 
to  breakages,  the  keeper  runs  little  or  no  risk  of  loss.  If 
the  rent  is  not  paid  the  tenant  is  usually  not  admitted,  as 
credit  is  not  given.  No  irksome  and  expensive  process  of 
ejectment  is  necessary.  Except,  therefore,  in  the  case  of 
“ empties,”  the  loss  by  bad  debts  is  never  a large  one. 

There  is  a tendency  for  the  number  of  such  houses  to 
increase.  The  owner  gets  his  rent  regularly  from  the 
keeper,  while  the  latter  is  able  to  live  on  the  income  he 
gets  from  supervising  ten  or  more  of  siich  sub-let  houses. 
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Canal  Boats. 


The  rental  paid  by  the  keepers  to  the  owners  of 
202  of  these  houses  (unfurnished)  was  ascertained  to  he 
£47  2s.  8d.,  while  the  rental  paid  hj^  the  tenants  for  the 
same  houses  (furnished)  was  £100  4s.  Id.  If  one  allows 
30  per  cent,  for  furniture,  repairs,  and  had  debts,  one  still 
yets  a profit  of  over  80  per  cent,  left  for  the  keeper. 


But  the  people  who  live  in  such  houses,  with  few  excep- 
tions, are  irresponsible  citizens  with  nothiny  whatever  to 
lose.  Poverty,  yenerally  due  to  drink,  causes  the  occii- 
pants  of  these  houses  to  live  in  squalid  misery.  The  neces- 
sity for  yood  and  efficient  supervision  is  therefore  obvious. 

Last  year  there  wei’e  250  sub-let  houses  on  the  reyis- 
ter,  ns  compared  with  228  in  the  previous  year.  Forty-six 
houses  were  added  to  the  reyister  duriny  1903,  and  24 
were  taken  off  for  various  reasons.  Two  keepers  were 
fined  £1  and  8s.  costs  each  for  not  pi’ovidiny  for  the 
separation  of  tlie  se.xes,  and  four  keepers  were  summoned  foi‘ 
permittiny  overcrowding-  to  exist,  the  fines  indicted  on 
them  amountiny  to  £4  with  £1  12s.  costs. 


CAIS’ AL  BOATS. 

In  the  followiny  table  will  be  found  the  number  of 
visits  made,  and  a statement  of  the  other  work  done  by 
the  Canal  Boat  Inspector  duriny  each  of  the  last  three 
years : — 


1901 

1902 

1903 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  on  Begister 

37fi 

378 

No.  registered  during  the  year 

i;i 

‘2") 

13 

No.  of  Certificates  cancelled  ... 

19 

22 

11 

No.  of  Inspections  made 

Breaches  of  Regulations  discovered  : — 

S.'iO 

919 

969 

Want  of  Registration 

12 

i 

Certificate  not  produced  ... 

21 

15 

23 

Not  properly  marked 

11 

1.5 

19 

Cases  of  overcrowding 

9 

10 

7 

Sexes  not  separated 

/ 

10 

9 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

0 

6 

Painting  required  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Water  receptacle  not  provided  ... 

17 

10 

13 

P'ore  Cabin  not  registered 

2 

0 

0 

Not  in  habitable  condition 

1 

t 

5 

Wooden  Screen  required  ... 

0 

1 

0 

Flj-  Boat  used  as  ordinarj-  boat  ... 

0 

1 

1 

\ 

83 

8-2 

91 

Notices  were  issued  with  respect  to  the  above,  and 
were  complied  with  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 


In  addition  to  devoting  his  time  to  the  ins])ection  of 
the  canal  boats,  the  inspector  is  required  to  see  that  the 
children  on  them  attend  school. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


There  are  at  present  three  separate  agencies  at  work  in 
Birmingham  controlling  the  milk  snpplj^  in  its  different 
departments. 

(1)  The  Veterinary  Inspector  periodicallj''  visits  the 
cowsheds  and  examines  the  cows,  in  the  case  of  cow- 
keepers  within  the  City  boundary.  So  far  as  it  goes,  this 
is  the  most  important  means  of  obtaining  a pure  milk 
supply. 

Only  a very  small  proportion,  however,  of  the  milk 
required  for  the  city  is  produced  in  these  city  cow-sheds. 
There  are  no  means  of  supervising  the  arrangements  at  the 
large  number  of  cowsheds  outside  the  city  which  supply 
Birmingham.  It  is  certain  that  in  a considerable  propor- 
tion of  cases  the  cowsheds  in  rural  districts  outside  Bir- 
mingham from  which  we  derive  our  milk  supply  are  not 
kept  in  good  condition,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  powers 
already  in  existence  are  not  enforced  by  the  Sanitary 
Authorities.  It  is  very  important  that  effective  and  uni- 
form action  should  be  taken  in  this  matter.  At  present, 
the  cow-keepers  who  are  carrying  on  business  in  places 
where  the  law  is  properly  enforced  do  So  at  a disadvan- 
tage. But  by  far  the  most  important  matter  is  that  in 
these  rural  districts  milk  is  produced  under  filthy  condi- 
tions in  a good  many  instances  and  sent  into  the  city.  In 
summer  time,  such  milk  is  probably  one  of  the  means  of 
setting  up  epidemic  diarrhoea  among  young  children. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  duty  of  seeing  that 
proper  regulations  are  enforced  should  be  taken  away  from 
the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  County  Council.  Probably  this  is  the  best  suggestion 
that  has  j'et  been  made  to  meet  the  difficulty,  but  it  will 
not  by  any  means  fully  satisfy  all  our  requirements. 

Appended  is  the  report  of  the  Veterinary  Inspector  on 
his  work  during  1003  in  connection  with  cows  and  cow- 
sheds ; — 


“ I herewith  present  the  following  report  on  the 
Inspection  of  Cows  and  Cowsheds  in  the  City  of  Bir- 
mingham for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1903. 

“ Register. — On  the  31st  December,  1903,  there 
were  24  licensed  cow-keepers  in  the  city,  and  in  their 
names  59  cowsheds  were  registered  to  contain  602 
cows.  This  is  a slight  reduction  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  when  there  were  60  registered  sheds 
with  standings  for  613  cows.  During  the  year  6 sheds 
have  been  removed  from  the  list,  6 have  changed 
hands  and  have  been  registered  in  new  names,  and 


Inspection 
cows  and 
Cowsheds. 


iDspectioii  of 
cows  and 
Cowslieds 
(continued). 


5 new  sheds  have  been  added.  Application's  have  also 
been  received  for  the  registration  of  G other  sheds; 
of  these,  2 have  been  refused,  and  4 deferred  until 
some  necessary  alterations  have  been  made  and  cer- 
tain conditions  required  under  the  bye-laws  complied 
with. 

“ of  Ins'pedion.-  ^^WYwx^  the  j’^ear  the 

veterinary  inspectors  have  made  715  visits  to  cows 
and  cowsheds,  each  shed  visited  being  reckoned  one 
visit. 

“ Cows. — Following  the  method  adopted  in  for- 
mer years,  the  visits  of  inspection  have  been  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  cows  in  each  shed,  as  a rule,  have 
been  inspected  once  a month.  At  these  visits  the 
udders  of  all  the  cows  were  carefully  examined.  As 
a result  of  this,  68  cows  Avere  placed  under  special 
examination ; of  these,  22  were  passed,  their  milk 
being  found  normal ; 43  Avere  found  to  be  atfected 
with  mastitis,  or  intlamniation  of  the  udder,  in  one  or 
more  quarters  of  the  gland,  in  varying  degrees  of  in- 
tensity ; one  had  coAv-pox ; one  Avas  giving  milk 
mixed  Avith  blood ; and  one  had  tuberculosis  of  the 
udder.  Compared  Avith  this,  in  1602  there  AA-ere  42 
cases  of  catarrhal  or  suppuratiA’e  mastitis,  but  no  case 
of  tuberculosis  of  the  Aidder  or  other  disease.  The 
milk  of  the  cows  affected  with  mastitis,  being  con- 
taminated Avith  pus  and  other  intiammatory  products, 
was  prohibited  from  sale.  A few  of  the  coaas  recov- 
ered after  a short  time,  and  their  milk  secretion  re- 
sumed its  normal  character,  but  the  majority  lost 
permanently  the  se('reting  function  of  the  iiiA’aded 
quarters.  The  clinical  cA'idence  offered  by  these  cases 
confirms  the  opinion  formerly  expressed  that  mastitis 
is  in  many  cases  a communicable  disease,  conveyable 
from  coAA-  to  coav  by  the  hands  of  the  milker.  In  eA’ery 
ease  the  dairymen  haA'e  been  Avarned  to  take  precau- 
tions to  preA’eut  the  transmission  of  the  disease  to 
healthy  coavs,  and  have  been  advised  to  isolate  the 
affected  animals,  or,  failing  the  accommodation  for 
that,  to  place  them  at  the  end  of  the  shed  and  milk 
them  last.  On  explaining  the  dangerous  nature  of  the 
case  to  the  oAvner  of  the  coav  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis of  the  udder,  he  willingly  fell  in  with  our 
Avishes,  and  had  the  cow  remoA’cd  from  the  premises 
and  killed.  With  respect  to  the  case  of  coAv-pox. 
precautions  Avere  taken  against  the  spread  of  the 
disease,  and  fortunately  no  other  case  occurred.  In 
the  case  of  the  coav  gi\dng  milk  mixed  Avith  blood, 
the  cause  was  probably  due  to  an  injury;  the  milk 
soon  became  normal,  and  its  sale  Avas  therefore  only 
temporarily  stopped. 
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“ Cowsheds. — The  cowshed's  as  a whole  have  been 
kept  iu  good  sauitaiy  condition,  and  the  lime-washing 
and  cleansing  provided  for  in  the  bye-laws  have  been 
duly  carried  out.  The  substitution  of  surface  drains 
in  place  of  the  underground  drains  formerly  in  exist- 
ence in  some  of  the  sheds  has  now  been  effected.  In 
some  of  the  sheds  it  has  been  necessary  to  request 
various  structural  repairs,  such  as  the  re-laying 
of  floors  and  gutters,  the  repairing  of  defective  roofs, 
and  the  repairing  and  renewing  of  stall  divisions. 
In  all  cases  these  requests  have  been  complied  with.” 


(2)  In  addition  to  the  inspection  of  cows  and  cow- 
sheds  in  Birmingham,  one  inspector  devotes  the  whole  of  dairiL.”’’* 
his  time  to  inspecting  the  conditions  under  which  milk  is 
stored  for  sale  in  the  milkshops  of  the  city.  A large 
amount  of  milk  is  sold  by  small  shops  where  a miscellan- 
eous business  is  carried  on.  These  shops  store  a few 
gallons  of  milk  on  a counter,  or  shelf,  or  on  the  “ cellar- 
head,”  and  retail  it  in  small  quantities.  Milk  in  such 
shop's  is  often  kept  under  bad  conditions,  as  it  is  liable  to 
be  contaminated  with  dust  and  dirt  of  all  kinds.  With  a 
view  to  seeing  what  can  be  done  to  minimise  the  con- 
tamination which  takes  place.  Dr.  McCrindle  is  at  present 
making  an  inspection  of  every  shop  in  the  city  with  a view 
to  drafting  some  general  directions  in  regard  to  the  con- 
duct of  them. 


The  Milkshop  Inspector  has  supplied  the  following 
information  in  regard  to  his  work  during  the  year : — 


Dairies  on  the  register 
Milkshops  on  the  register  ... 

Purveyors  on  the  register  . . . 

Dairies  registered  during  the  year 
Milkshops  registered 
Purveyors  registered 
Dairy  certificates  cancelled 
Milkshops  ,, 

Purveyors  ,, 

Visits  to  dairies 

Visits  to  milk  shops  and  milk  stores 
Dirty  vessels  found  at  milk  shops  and  milk 
stores 

Shops,  cellars,  and  pantries  whitewashed 
Dirt}"  churns  found  at  railway  stations  .. 
Cases  of  infectioui  disease  reported  at 
milkshops 


the  work  done  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in 
the  taking  of  samples  from  milk  vendors.  The  City 
Analyst,  in  his  report  for  1908,  states  that  the  number  of 
samples  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  was  534, 
that  is,  about  one  for  every  thousand  of  the  population. 


1902 

1903 

24 

26 

8062 

. . 2734 

130 

...  163 

5 

6 

642 

...  347 

26 

44 

.5 

3 

277 

...  675 

6 

11 

l.'iO 

...  106 

6655 

...  5021 

7 

36 

28 

.59 

6 

7 

67 

40 

good 

milk  supp 

42 


PreoautionH 
against  impure 
milk. 


Rad  meat,  flsli 
and  fruit. 


Tliere  are  several  other  means  Avhich  can  be  taken  to 
secure  a pure  milk  suppl3^  In  190-1  powers  were  obtained 
to  enable  the  Corporation  to  deal  with  cases  of  tuberculosis 
of  the  udder  in  cows  whose  milk  is  sent  to  Birmingham. 
Preliminaiy  steps  are  being  taken  to  put  these  powers  in 
operation.  There  is  some  delaj^  however,  owing  to  the 
necessary  laboratoiy  accommodation  not  being  available  at 
the  ^Jniversit3^ 

Even  more  important,  however,  than  the  examination 
of  samples  of  milk  for  tubercle  bacilli  will  be  the  properly- 
directed  work  of  estimating  the  bacterial  content  of  milks 
with  a view  to  suggesting  the  methods  for  preventing  foul 
milk  being  sold.  At  the  present  time  a large  quantity  of 
milk  from  the  countrj"  districts  is  not  produced  under 
cleanly  conditions- — cow  dung  and  other  filth  having 
access  to  the  milk.  Ao  proper  cooling  apparatus  is  avail- 
able, with  the  result  that  the  warm  milk  helps  the  multi- 
plication of  micro-organisms,  and,  after  sending  milk  b3' 
train  and  b3^  cart  and  allowing  for  all  dela3’s,  it  is  often 
found  that  twent3^-four  hours  have  elapsed,  and  that  the 
number  of  germs  in  the  milk  has  multiplied  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  is  a risk3^  article  of  diet  instead  of  being  a 
safe  one.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  arrangement  will  be 
come  to  with  a view  to  having  a systematic  examination 
of  our  milk  supplies. 


MEAT,  FISH,  AND  FEUIT  SUPPLY. 

The  inspection  of  slaughter-houses  and  of  shops  where 
food  is  stored  or  sold  is  carried  out  by  inspectors  appointed 
bv  the  Markets  and  Fairs  Committee.  The  Superintendent 
of  the  Markets,  who  directs  their  operations,  has  supplied 
the  following  statement  showing  the  amount  of  meat,  fish, 
and  fruit  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


RAD  MEAT. 


Voluntarilj'  surrendered 

Seized  by  Inspectors  ... 
tVeight  destroyed 

Persons  prosecuted 

Penalties  inflicted 

... 

2684  lots. 
18  lots. 
228  tons, 
6. 

£75 

RAD  FISH. 

Voluntarily  surrendered 

Seized  ... 

\Peight  destroyed 

Persons  prosecuted 

Penalties  inflicted 

... 

718  lots. 

8 lots. 

...  98  tons. 

2. 

£15 

RAD  FRUIT. 

Weight  destro^'ed 

Persons  prosecuted 

Penalties  inflicted 

• • 

17  tons. 

1. 

£20 

The  same  inspectors  paid  10,102  visits  to  slaughter- 
houses,  and,  generally,  found  them  to  be  in  a clean  con- 
dition. 

Several  of  the  private  slaughter-houses  that  have  been 
inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year 
were  found  to  be  most  unsuitable  as  regards  situation ; 
and,  from  the  point  of  view  of  control  of  the  meat  supply, 
these  slaughter-houses  'should  be  abolished  at  the  earliest 
possible  opportunity. 


WATER  SFPPLA^ 

In  Table  XI.  will  be  found  a record  of  the  results  of  """ater supply- 
the  analyses  of  drinking  water  made  for  the  Health  Com- 
mittee during  the  year.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Welsh 
water  supply  will  be  turned  on  at  an  early  date,  when  the 
present  unsatisfactory  hard  water  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  dis- 
continued. 

FACTORY  AXl)  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

In  1908  there  were  no  less  than  7,121  workshops  and  blkehousel^”^ 
689  bakehouses  on  the  register.  In  addition,  however,  to 
the  above,  there  are  numbers  of  work-places,  roughly 
estimated  at  over  2,500,  which  require  to  be  occasionally 
visited.  Many  of  these  work-places  are  among  the  most 
important  to  wdiich  the  attention  of  the  Workshops 
Inspectors  can  be  directed,  as  they  include  the  large  num- 
ber of  hotel  and  restaurant  kitchens,  and  other  similar 
places,  where  food  is  prepared,  cooked,  or  stored. 

In  addition  to  the  important  work  of  visiting  these 
workshops,  the  duty  is  cast  on  the  inspectors  (I)  of  regu- 
larly inspecting  bakehouses ; (2)  of  seeing  to  the  suffic- 
iency and  suitability  of  the  conveniences  provided  in 
factories ; (3)  of  visiting  the  out-workers  employed  by 
various  firms ; (4)  of  making  the  necessary  inspections  of 
shops  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  the  Shop  Hours  Acts 
and  of  the  Seats  for  Shop  Assistants  Act  are  complied 
with.  Quite  recently  it  has  been  decided  to  increase  the 
staff  dealing  with  this  work  by  the  appointment  of  a third 
inspector  (a  woman  inspector),  whose  duty  it  will  be  to 
deal  with  the  workshops  where  women  are  employed,  and 
with  certain  other  places  which  require  inspection. 

With  this  large  number  of  workshop's  it  may  be  found 
necessary  to  obtain  assistance  from  the  district  inspectors 
at  certain  times.  Every  workshop  and  work-place  should 
be  visited  at  lea’st  once  in  every  six  months.  Frequently 
one  visit  will  necessitate  several  re-visits  to  ascertain  that 
insanitary  conditions  foiind  have  been  remedied. 


WorksliopH. 


Bakehouses 


WorhshojJs. — The  7,121  Morkshops  on  the  register 
during  1!)03  were  distributed  among  the  following 
trade's  : — 


Dressmakei'.s  .. 

fi79 

Tailors 

892 

Milliners 

9;i 

Laundries 

182 

yiiooinakers,  repairers,  etc. 

8;{1 

Sugar  boilers,  etc.  ... 

;i8 

Iron  anti  tin  plate  workers 

3, lb 

Jewellers,  etc. 

519 

Carpenters,  etc. 

519 

Wood  Carvers 

18 

Saddle  and  leather  trades  ... 

242 

Cycle  work,  tyres,  etc. 

324 

Carriage  builders,  etc. 

1.34 

Lamp  makers 

128 

Art  metal  workers  ... 

59 

Brassfounders 

187 

Wireworkers 

81 

Japanners 

48 

File  cutters,  etc. 
Upholsterers 

Watch  and  clock  makers 

l(i 

44 

and  repairers 

42 

Whip  makers,  etc.  ... 

51 

Basket  makers 

38 

Opticians 

42 

Glass  blowers 

22 

French  polishers 

47 

Electro-platers 

43 

Engravers 

8() 

Enamellers  ... 

48 

Locksmiths  ... 

15 

Scale  makers  ... 

26 

Sword  makers 

11 

Cutlers  ...  

6 

Druggists’  sundries  ... 

12 

Printers  and  bookbinders  ... 

44 

Maltsters 

5 

Gas  stove  makers 

3 

Mattress  makers 

27 

Brushrnakers 

138 

Metal  button  makers 

11 

Pearl  and  ivory  workers 
{buttons,  etc.) 

111 

Gunsmiths 

93 

Silversmiths  ... 

42 

Kngineers,  steel  toy  makers, 
etc. 

123 

Diesinkers,  letter  cutters,  etc. 

149 

Shoeing  smiths  and  black- 
smiths 

101 

Stud,  pipe  mounts,  ferrule 
makers,  etc. 

81 

Cardboard  box  makers 

119 

Paper  bag  makers  ... 

16 

Paper  manufacturers 

6 

Nets,  rope,  etc. 

15 

Stampers  and  piercers 

85 

Press  workers... 

17 

Lac(juerers  and  burnishers 

14 

Cigarette  makers 

10 

Rag  sorters,  etc. 

19 

Buihlers 

37 

Plumbers,  solderers,  etc.  ... 

46 

Curriers 

13 

Furriers 

3 

Bottlers 

27 

Surgical  and  geometrical 
instrument  makers 

7 

Shipping  Uickle  makers 

7 

Stationers’  sundries 

13 

Clock  dial  makers  ... 

13 

Sign  writers,  etc. 

55 

Motor  car  builders  ... 

3 

Safe  makers 

4 

Measuring  tape  makers 

8 

Musical  instrument  makers 

10 

Fire  iron  makers 

29 

Galvanizers 

5 

Repousse  workers  ... 

10 

Umbrella  makers 

5 

Miscellaneous  trades 

241 

lidhehouses. — The  639  bakehouses  include  41  under- 
ground bakehouses.  Of  the  41  underground  bakehouses, 
22  were  voluntarily  closed  as  being  obviously  unsuitable. 
I’he  remaining  19  were  visited  and  reported  on  to  the 
Health  Oommittee,  under  Section  101  of  the  Factory  and 
AVorkshops  Act.  1901.  Certificates  of  fitness  were  granted 
in  the  case  of  14 — in  most  instances  after  considerable 
alteraiions  had  been  carried  o\it — in  foTir  cases  such  c-er- 
tificates  were  refused;  and  in  the  remaining  case  negotia- 
tions between  the  Health  ('ommittee  and  the  owners  were 
still  in  progress  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report. 


It  may  be  noted  as  a satisfactory  feature  in  the  bread 
supply  of  Hirmingham  that  so  few  underground  bake- 
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Louse's  exist.  It  is  even  more  satisfactory  from  the  point 
of  view  of  those  employed  in  underground  bakehouses. 
It  is  certain  that  employment  in  any  form  in  underground 
workshops  is  not  conducive  to  health.  Indeed,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that,  sooner  or  later,  the  length  of  emploj^ment  in 
such  underground  places  will  be  limited  by  the  legislature, 
unless  certain  conditions  as  to  lighting  and  ventilation  are 
complied  with. 


One  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  visits  were 
paid  to  bakehouses  during  1903.  It  will  be  advisable  to 
nearly  double  this  number  of  visits  in  the  future. 


Outworhers. — 243  firms  sent  in  lists  of  outworkers,  Outworkers, 
containing  the  name's  of  1,70T  persons.  They  were  as 
follows : — 


Trade. 

Number  of  persons 
sending  in  lists. 

Number  of  persons 
employed 
as  outworkers. 

Tailors 

221 

1,565 

Dressmakers 

1 

13 

Qnderelothing,  etc. 

(i 

42 

Furriers 

1 

1 

Boot  Manufacturers 

5 

36  1 

Cabinet  Makers  ... 

3 

4 

Electio-platers 

4 

38 

File  Cutters 

8 

Total  

243 

1,707 

Nine  persons  were  summoned  for  contraventions  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  in  regard  to  outworkers, 
as  follows : — 


Foitr  for  failing  to  keep  prescribed  list  of  outworkers — 

1  fined  5s.  and  costs. 

1 fined  10s.  and  costs. 

2 paid  costs  only. 

Five  for  failing  to  forward  list  of  outworkers— 

3 fined  20s.  and  costs. 

2 fined  10s.  and  costs. 


Total  fines,  £4  15s.  Costs,  £3  6s. 
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Shop  Hours 
Acts. 


The  accompanyiiij?  table  {^ives  certain  comparative 
figures  relating  to  the  work  done  in  regard  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  Avorkshops  : — 


1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

No.  of  workshops  visited 

10,704 

12,064 

10,637 

11,684 

9.642 

,,  ,,  limewashed  ... 

1,317 

1,795 

1,382 

1,327 

756 

,,  ,,  repaired 

94 

252 

196 

156 

85 

„ ,,  reported  dangerous 

19 

41 

36 

16 

2 

,,  ,,  ventilated  ... 

no 

150 

177 

164 

111 

,,  ,,  disinfected  after 

infectious  diseases 

— 

4 

3 

14 

38 

,,  discontinued  to  be 

used  as  dwellings 

— 

15 

12 

10 

1 

,,  cases  of  overcrowding  in 

workshops  remedied  ... 

24 

50 

24 

30 

21 

,,  water  closets  provided  ... 

268 

337 

219 

175 

94 

,,  ,,  repaired  ... 

86 

345 

334 

217 

125 

,,  ashpits  filled  up,  water 

24 

1 closets  being  provided  . 

20 

18 

9 

11 

1 ,,  pan  priviesrenioved, water 

1 closets  being  provided 

35 

50 

51 

50 

53 

,,  urinals  provided  ... 

28 

58 

39 

33 

24 

„ drains  repaired  or  trapped 

54 

169 

128 

117 

107 

,,  drains  removed  ... 

6 

9 

10 

10 

1 

,,  3'ards  paved  or  repaired  .. 

10 

6<i 

59 

47 

25 

i ,,  accumulations  removed  ... 

20 

62 

48 

30 

27 

1 ,,  animals  removed  from 

j workshops 

,,  visits  to  outworkers 

18 

24 

13 

No 

— 

— 

— 

— 

record 

kept 

1,207 

Persons  summoned 

— 

- 

_ 

4 

9 

Amount  of  peTialties 

— 

— 

— 

£2/10/- 

£4/15/- 

1 ,,  costs  ... 

— 

— 

- 

£1/12/- 

£3/6/- 

Visits  to  bakehouses 

1,033 

1,033 

1,154 

1.303 

1,480 

173 

, Bakehouses  limewashed... 

71 

112 

190 

165 

Persons  summoned 

1 

I 

— 

— 

SHOP  llOUES  ACTS. 

The  two  chief  provisions  of  these  short  Acts  are  (1) 
that  no  person  under  the  age  of  18  years  shall  be  employed 
in  or  about  a shoii  for  more  than  74  hours  (including  meal 
hours)  in  any  week ; (2)  that  in  every  shop  where  a person 
under  18  years  of  age  is  employed  a notice  shall  be  ex- 
hibited in  a conspicAioAis  place  setting  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Act.  This  means  that  it  has  been  quite  legal  to 
employ  children  for  12  hours  a day  (with  14  hours  on 
Satui-day).  Such  long  hours  in  shops  were  infrequently 
worked,  but  undoubtedly  the  setting  of  a standard  so  lax 
caused  many  em]doyers  to  lengthen  the  hours  of  employ- 
ment for  their  young  persons.  An  attemjit  is  being  made 
to  get  the  legislatiire  to  reduce  the  number  of  hours  jH'r 
week  during  which  a child  may  1)0  em])loyed. 
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During  1903,  1,704  shops  were  visited,  as  compared 
with  1,456  ill  1902.  In  eight  instance's  contraventions 
were  found,  and  summonses  in  each  case  were  issued,  with 
a result  that  tines  amounting  to  £3  10s.  were  imposed, 
with  £5  8s.  costs. 


SEATS  FOE  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  ACT,  1899. 


This  Act  provides  that  in  all  shops  where  female  as- 
sistants are  employed  in  retailing  goods  to  the  public 
seats  shall  be  provided  behind  the  counter,  or  in  some 
other  suitable  position,  in  the  proportion  of  not  less  than 
one  seat  for  every  three  female  assistants  employed  in 
each  room. 


During  1903,  1,686  shops  were  visited,  and  in  two  in- 
stances the  owners  were  summoned  for  contraventions  of 
the  Act.  Fines  amounting  to  £1,  with  12s.  costs,  were 
imposed. 


BLACK  SMOKE  NUISANCES. 


The  four  smoke  inspectors  made  16,705  observations, 
each  of  an  hour’s  duration,  during  1903.  This  number 
includes  observations  not  only  on  chimneys  connected 
with  steam  boilers,  but  also  on  those  connected  with 
metallurgical  furnaces  of  various  kinds,  brewijig  coppers, 
etc.  The  average  duration  of  black  smoke  per  hour  was 
1'27  minutes.  In  the  previous  five  years  the  number  of 
observations  and  average  number  of  minutes  of  smoke 
were  as  follows  : — 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

No.  of  Observations  ... 

64.31 

14100 

93.58 

1.5808 

1.3445 

16705 

Average  number  of  minutes 
o f black  smoke  per 
observation 

3-42 

1-.36 

1-95 

1-31 

1-26 

1-27 

■‘^eats  for 

Shop  Assistants 

Act. 


Smoke. 
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Prevention  of 
black  smoke. 


'I'll king-  the  observations  for  1903  in  detail,  it  was 
found  tliat— 


14,()‘20  observations  showed  less  than  2 minutes  per  hour, 
(is  observations  showed  2 minutes  per  hour. 

1S3  I,  ,,  3 ,,  ,, 

I‘>(i  4 

1 4S  ,,  ,,  5 f,  ,, 

1/-^  ,1  M h ,,  ,, 

1(3  ,,  ,,  / ,, 

142  „ „ 8 

110  „ „ 9 

132  ,,  ,,  10  „ ,, 

138  „ ,,11 

89  1‘^ 

or?  . , , , i f , , , 

•94  ..  ,,  13 

79  „ „ 14 

bO  ,,  ,,  15  ,, 

b4  , , . , 1 (i  , , , , 

b?  ,,  *,  1?  ,,  ,, 
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For  practical  purposese  it  has  been  found  necessary  in 
most  towns  to  fix  a limit  to  the  amount  of  smoke  emitted 
from  chimneys,  beyond  which  black  smoke  shall  be  con- 
sidered excessive  and  preventible.  In  Birmingham  the 
limit  has  been  tixed  so  as  to  apply  ecinally  to  the  chimneys 
connected  Avith  all  types  of  furnaces.  That  90  per  cent, 
of  all  the  observations  were  of  two  minutes’  duration,  or 
under,  indicates  that  the  present  limit  is  too  lax. 


Ex])erience  CA’eryAvhere  has  shown  that  for  chimnej's 
connected  Avilh  boiler  furnaces  it  is  practically  possible  to 
do  away  Avith  black  smoke,  provided  the  folloAving  condi- 
tions exist  : 


(.a)  Sufficient  boiler  accommodation,  Avith  properly 
fixed  boilers. 
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(b)  Careful  liancl  firing. 

(c)  Proper  fuel. 


Prevention  of 
black  smoke 
(continued). 


There  are  a few  other  conditions  which  influence  the 
amount  of  black  smoke,  such  as  when  the  fires  are  being 
lighted,  and  in  cases  where  the  “ load  ” on  the  boilers  is 
a very  varying  one,  but  these  are  unimportant  compared 
with  the  above. 


The  conditions  which  apply  to  the  prevention  of  black 
smoke  from  metallurgical  furnaces  are  difierent  from 
those  in  the  case  of  boiler  furnaces.  That  the  amount  of 
smoke  from  these  is  often  very  excessive  is  undoubted. 
Extended  observations  on  such  chimneys  indicate  that  by 
careful  attention  to  the  firing,  to  the  quality  of  the  fuel, 
and  to  the  construction  of  the  furnace,  it  is  possible  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  smoke  from  these  furnaces  without 
in  any  way  endangering  the  metal  or  retarding  the 
process. 

While  our  Birmingham  limit  is  a particularly  easy 
one  for  all  metallurgical  furnaces,  it  obviously  allows  of 
too  much  smoke  from  boiler  furnaces,  brewing  coppers, 
etc.  There  is  a necessity  for  making  two  limits,  one  for 
boiler  chimneys  and  the  other  for  chimneys  from  metal- 
lurgical furnaces. 

During  1903,  151  case's  of  excessive  emissions  of  black 
smoke  were  dealt  with  by  the  Health  Committee.  In  71 
of  these  letters  of  caution  were  sent,  while  in  80  cases 
proceedings  were  taken.  In  75  instances  a fine  was  im- 
posed, while  in  four  the  cases  were  withdrawn  or  dismissed 
on  payment  of  costs,  and  in  one  the  case  was  dismissed. 

The  average  amount  of  penalty  per  case,  exclusive  of 
costs,  was  13s.  2d.  It  varied  from  2s.  6d.  to  T4. 


Comparing  these  results  with  those  of  former  years, 
we  get  the  following  statement : — 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

Total  cases  dealt 
with 

152 

117 

125 

116 

139 

151 

Cautionary  letters 
sent 

99 

81 

89 

80 

89 

71 

Police  Court 
proceedings 

53 

35 

35 

35 

50 

80 

Total  amount  of 
fines 

£49/2/0 

£19/10/0 

£24/10/0 

£15/2/6 

£33/15/0 

£49/7/6 

Total  amount  of 
costs 

£21/10/0 

£14/0/0 

£14/6/0 

£14/4/0 

£19/8/6 

£36/15/6 

Average  fine 

15/1 

11/2 

14,0 

8/7 

13/6 

13/2 
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Nuisances 

abated. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

It  is  iihvays  difficult  to  give  any  satisfactory  tabular 
statement  which  will  readily  indicate  the  initure  atid  ex- 
tent of  the  work  done  in  abating  nuisances.  The  table  on 
page  shows  as  far  as  possible  what  hits  been  done  during 
the  la'st  three  years.  It  will  be  noted,  for  instance,  that  the 
number  of  ashpit  privies  converted  into  water-closets  is 
still  considerable,  while  the  number  of  pan-privies  con- 
verted has  increased  from  48()  to  2, ‘105.  A large  amount 
of  the  time  of  the  district  inspectors  is  taken  up  in  exam- 
ining and  testing  drains,  in  makiiig  enquiries  in  regard  to 
infectious  cases,  and  in  other  similar  work. 


Court  ciean.sing.  'P}ie  separate  staff  of  court  cleansers  is  doing  most 
excellent  work.  It  is,  however,  somewhat  doubtful  as  to 
whether  a large  part  of  it  should  not  be  required  to  be  done 
by  the  tenant. 


Women 

Health 

Visitors. 


HEALTH  VISITORS’  WORK. 

The  thirteen  health  visitors  have  continued  their 
work  during  the  year  without  interruption.  The  total 
number  of  primary  visits  made  was  not  quite  as  large  as 
in  1902,  but  this  was  due  to  their  services  being  required 
in  other  directions.  On  all  hands  good  reports  are  made 
of  the  work  of  these  officers. 


APPENDIX. 
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TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE  DISTRICT  DURING  1903  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population.  t 53  weeks. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1901  522,204. 

Area  of  District  in  acres,  12,639.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  ,,  ,,  107,831. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  Census  of  1901,  4 8. 


TABLE  II Vital  Statistics  op  Separate  Localities  in  1903  and  Previous  Years. 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1903. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Deaths  of  Persons  belonging  to  Birmingham  during  the  Year  ending  January  2nd,  1904. 
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TABLE  V*  Comparison  of  Prkvalenck  of  Sickness  and  Death  from  Infectious  Diseases. 
(Rates  calculated  per  1,000  persons  on  the  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  each  year.) 
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TABLE  VI. 


Numukr  of  Cases  Reported  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  during  each  Week  of  the  Year  1903. 
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II 
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S Uh 
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Date  of  ending. 

1903. 

i 

1 

1 
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1 i 
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7 i ... 

3 ... 
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3 ... 
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60 
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2 ... 

13 

.35 
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8 ...  ; 

14 

30 

127 

15 

,,  18th  

1 1 

30 
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31 
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1 ... 

18  ...  ' 

1 ...  1 
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4 ...  ; 
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17 
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9 ...  i 
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12 
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167 

19 

,,  16th  
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59 

18 



3 ... 

20 
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20 

„ 23rd  

3 

59 

15 

2 .. 

3 ...  ' 

16 

50 

148 

2L 

,,  30th  . ... 

i 

70 

16 

2 

8 ' 

12 

48 

163 

22 

.Tune  6tli  

3 

61 

8 

2 

9 

... 

15 

30 

128 

23 

,,  1.3  th  
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59 

23 

6 

1 

16 

48 
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24 

„ 20th  
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61 

17 

1 ... 
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. . . 
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24 

113 

25 

,,  27tli  
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1 ... 
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. . . 
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1 ... 

4 

... 
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27 

, , 11th  

i 

55 

28 

1 ... 

6 

... 
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10 

31 
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28 

,,  18th  

57 

20 

2 ... 

4 

... 
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12 

37 

133 

29 

,,  2.)th  

... 

66 

18 

1 ... 

2 

... 

14 

43 

144 

30 

August  1st  

3 

58 
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9 

25 

120 

31 
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44 

12 
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• • * 

11 

32 
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32 
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69 

12 

• • • . . • 
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. . 
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24 

113 
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„ 22nd  

61 
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. • 

14 

30 
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. . 

. . 
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23 

90 

35 

September  5tli  
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2 

4 

i 
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117 
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60 

23 

11 

. . . 
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6 

114 

37 

,,  19th  

1 6 

i 48 
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i ... 
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. . . 

... 
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12 

99 
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. . 
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October  3rd  
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17 



. 6 
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6 

45 

9 

t 

15 

. . . 

. . . 

! 12 

33 
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41 

M 17th  

1 
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18 

' 8 
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3 
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^ 16 
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122 

42 

,,  24th  

j 56 

9 

...  ' ... 

6 

. . . 

I 13 

39 

123 

43 

„ 31st  

! 50 

17 

, , , . , , 

11 

. . . 

' i 

. . • 

15 

41 

135 

44 

November  7th  

48 

18 

J 

10 

2 

. . . 

6 

39 

|123 

45 

, ,,  14th  

46 

18 

! 1 ... 

. . . 

1 ... 

12 

37 

122 

46 

„ 21st  

37 

31 

1 ... 

5 

! 1 

. • • 

9 

49 

133 

47 

28th  ...  . 

6 

48 

22 

1 ... 

i 

1 

i 10 

42 

137 

48 

December  5th  

; 3 

40 

27 

1 ... 

3 

. . . 

1 ••• 

14 

34 

122 

49 

,,  12th  

2 

47 

20 

4 ... 

6 

. . . 

1 ... 

1 ... 

11 

45 

135 

50 

,,  19th  

' 1 

49 

13 

4 ... 

6 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

11 

39 

124 

.51 

' „ 26th  

. • 

33 

14 

5 ... 

3 

1 

. . . 

13 

43 

112 

52 

January  2nd,  1904 

1 

41 

11 

1 

4 

1 21 

27 

105 

Totads 

251 

2835S18 

i ' 

66  ... 

348 

2 

1 

' 31 

1 

1 ••• 

644 

168-i 

6679 

Cases  removed  to  City  Hospital Small  Pox,  230  ; Scarlet  Fever,  2,455  ; 

Typhoid  Fever,  14 
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In  the  sixteen  years  1887-1902. 


TABLE  VIII. 

EMPERATURE  AND  RaINFALL  IN  EACH  MoNTII  AND  Y EAR  FROM  1893  TO  1903 


MONTH. 

MEAN 
(From  Maximum, 

TEMPERATURE. 

Minimum  and  9.0  a.m.  Readings.) 

1 1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

; 1901 

1902 

1 Average 
for  10 

1 years 
11887-1902 

' 190.3 

January  ... 

1 Q 

j 35-1 

Q 

36-7 

Q 

30  6 

Q 

39-9 

O 

33-7 

O 

42-2 

0 

40-2 

0 

.38-8 

0 

.37-0 

P 

39*9 

1 ^ 

37-1 

1 ^ 

38-6 

February 

39-2 

39-9 

27-5 

39-1 

41-5 

38-9 

.39-8 

35-5 

34-9 

33-8 

37-1 

43-5 

March 

I 45-3 

42-6 

40-4 

43  5 

42-8 

1 38-1 

40-1 

37-0 

.38-2 

43-9 

1 40-2 

43-4 

1 

April 

49  6 

48-5 

45  5 

47-6 

43-5 

46-0 

45-4 

46-8 

46-9 

45-1 

1 

! 45*2 

42-8 

May 

; 54-5 

47-1 

53-9 

52  9 

49-8 

49-0 

49-1 

49-7 

51-7 

47-4 

50-8 

51-0 

June 

59  0 

55-6 

58-0 

60-7 

58-4 

55-7 

58-8 

57-4 

56-6 

56-3 

57  6 

54-2 

July 

1 61  0 

59-8 

58-5 

61-1 

61-0 

58-8 

62-3 

63-9 

63-8 

58-1 

60  0 

j 58-9 

August  ... 

63-2 

56-4 

59-2 

56-8 

60-1 

57-9 

63-6 

58-7 

60-1 

57  -0 

58-9 

1 56-8 

September 

54-8 

52-1 

59-9 

54-4 

52-9 

58-2 

55-4 

56-2 

56-4 

54-6 

55-4 

i 54-7 

October  ... 

48-8 

47-2 

44-8 

43-3 

49-1 

51-0 

47-7 

48-7 

48-3 

48-8 

47-3 

49-8 

November 

39-9 

45-1 

44-6 

38-9 

44-6 

43-8 

46-6 

44-2 

40-1 

4.3-4 

43-0 

42-9 

December 

39-5 

40-1 

38-0 

38-1 

39-8 

44.4 

35-7 

43-7 

37-2 

.39-4 

.38-4 

.37-4 

Year  ... 

49-2 

47-6 

46-7 

48-0 

48-1 

48-7 

48-7 

48-4 

47-9 

47-3 

47-6 

47-8 

MONTH. 

TOTAL  RAINFALL. 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

Average 
for  16 
years 
1887-1002 

* 1903 

January  ... 

1-75 

1-61 

3-92 

1-15 

1-89 

0-83 

3-44 

.3-53 

1-37 

1 -02 

1-84 

1-97 

February 

2-56 

2-05 

0-32 

0-56 

2-54 

1-47 

1-99 

4-28 

1-.34 

1-60 

1-48 

1-41 

March 

0-50 

1-05 

1-91 

2-68 

3-14 

0-63 

1-02 

0-70 

1-76 

1-59 

1 -5 ) 

4-6.3 

April 

0-33 

1-62 

2 -.37 

1 -33 

2-02 

1-85 

2-40 

0-92 

1-95 

2-49  1 

1-41 

1-64 

May 

2-08 

2-01 

0-82 

0-21 

1-20 

2-62 

2-20 

2-09 

1-11 

2*95 

1 

2-02 

2-67 

June 

1-08 

2-16 

0-89 

1-91 

4-13 

1-06 

3-28 

2-41 

1-84 

2-40 

2-10 

1-66 

J ULY 

1-64 

3-36 

3-25 

1 -25 

0-95 

1-29 

1-10 

1-74 

.3-13 

1-59 

2-12 

2-14 

August  ... 

2-25 

2-12 

2-75 

1 -74 

3-81 

2-57 

1-08 

1 

2-89 

2-13 

4-1.3 

2-83 

5-16 

September 

1-72 

1-70 

0-45  1 

4-,34 

2-48 

0-64 

2-80 

0-80 

0-65  i 

1-49 

1-79 

2-55 

October  ... 

2-45 

3-48 

2-81 

2-50 

1-31 

2-74 

2-37 

.3-08 

1-84 

2 -.33 

2-52 

6-55 

November 

1-38 

2-48 

3-41 

1-26 

1-96 

2-51 

1-49 

2-40 

1-23 

2-23 

2-20 

1-65 

December 

3 02 

1-88 

1-99 

3-34 

2-78 

2-24 

1-95 

4-25 

4-29 

1 -86 

2-4.3 

1-80 

Y EAR  . . . 

20-76 

1 

25-52 

24-89 

22  27 

28-21 

20  -45  ! 

1 

25-12 

29-09 

22-64 

25-98 

24-29 

33-83 

62 


TABLE  IX. 

Summary  of  NUISANCES  Abated  and  other  Work  done 
DURING  THE  YeARS  1902  AND  1903. 


1901. 

1 

1902. 

' 1903. 

1 

general  sanitary 

WORK. 

Houses  cleansed  (walls  and  ceilings) 

2,460 

2,101 

1,974 

Houses  repaired 

2,463 

2,935 

3,858 

Houses  closed  under  the  P.  H.  Act 

no 

82 

8 

Houses  demolished  under  the  P.  H.  Act  ... 

43 

5 

10 

Houses  put  in  habitable  condition  under 
the  P.  H.  Act 

105 

39 

68 

Houses  provided  with  better  ventilation  ... 

79 

200 

241 

Cases  of  overcrowding  remedied  ... 

59 

40 

52 

Accumulations  of  water  in  cellars  removed 

315 

321 

435 

Rain-water  Spouts  repaired  or  disconnected 

652 

790 

784 

Ashpit  Privies  converted  to  water  closets... 

718 

874 

621 

Pan  Privies  converted  to  water  closets 

486 

871 

2,395 

Privies  and  Closets  lime  washed 

785 

824 

522 

Water  Closets  repaired  or  altered  ... 

703 

792 

875 

Ashplaces  repaired  or  reconstructed 

324 

378 

416 

Additional  Water  Closets  provided 

98 

113 

199 

Additional  Ash  Tubs  provided 

868 

1,373 

1,476 

Soilpipes  removed  from  inside  houses 

12 

15 

12 

Urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed... 

161 

214 

118 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired 

439 

453 

482 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed 

2,665 

2,523 

2,545 

Drains  efficiently  trapped  ... 

1,765 

1,717 

1,793 

Drains  in  cellars  disconnected  from  the 
sewer  or  abolished 

80 

119 

102 

Drains  in  stables  removed  ... 

8 

19 

35 

Sink  Drains  disconnected  from  the  sewer... 

60 

47 

62 

Sink  Bend  Pipes  repaired  or  affixed 

301 

324 

266 

Sanitary  Sinks  provided 

— 

— 

103 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  drains... 

75 

133 

114 

Overflow  Pipes  disconnected  from  drains  . . . 

2-2 

22 

60 

Smoke  Tests  applied  to  drains 

86 

69 

78 

Sanitary  Defects  discovered  thereby 

254 

no 

140 

Back  Yards  paved  ... 

199 

108 

97 

Back  Yards  repaired 

413 

316 

274 

Washhouses  repaired 

247 

262 

298 

Premises  from  which  fowls  have  been 
removed  ... 

120 

105 

116 

Nuisances  from  swine  andswine  stves  abated 

26 

24 

22 

.Vccumulations  of  wash,  manure,  etc., 
removed  ... 

638 

519 

406 

63 


TABLE  IX. — continued. 


I9u:. 

1902. 

1903. 

. 

Eeceptacles  for  manure  provided  ... 

30 

8 

34 

Dancrerous  Premises  reported  to  the  Public 

Works  Department 

282 

617 

638 

Defective  Water  Fittings  reported  to  Water 

Department 

982 

790 

900 

Premises  supplied  with  Corporation  water. 

7 

2 

3 

Wells  closed 

6 

2 

4 

No  of  persons  summoned  ... 

48 

47 

46 

Amount  of  penalties 

£13^0/0 

£2/16/0 

£7/15/0 

,,  costs 

£14/18/- 

15/19/0 

£5/10/0 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Eegistered  Common  Lodging  Houses 

76 

72 

71 

Lodgers  allowed 

2,522 

2-,587 

2,522 

Eegistered  Houses  let  in  lodgings... 

178 

228 

250 

Lodgers  allowed 

847 

1,198 

1,307 

Visits  by  day 

12,763 

16,093 

14,895 

,,  night 

914 

1,226 

1,141 

Persons  found  occupying  the  houses 

18,912 

25,492 

26,335 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  registered  ... 

81 

89 

46 

Common  lodging  houses  registered 

— 

— 

1 

Houses  let  in  lodgings  closed 

14 

39 

24 

Common  lodging  houses  closed 

2 

4 

2 

Contraventions  remedied  ... 

14 

9 

8 

Keepers  summoned  ... 

14 

9 

8 

Amount  of  penalties 

£10/0/0 

£8/2/6 

£9/0/0 

,,  costs 

£4/19/0 

£3/14/0 

£3/4/0 

SHOP  HOLES  ACTS. 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  ... 

1,069 

1,456 

1,704 

Persons  summoned  ... 

1 

8 

8 

Amount  of  penalties 

£1/0  0 

£1/5/0 

o 

o 

, , costs 

£0/14/0 

£4/1/6 

£5/8/0 

SEATS  FOE  SHOP  ASSISTANTS  ACT. 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  ... 

998 

1,439 

1,686 

Persons  summoned  ... 

1 

2 

Amount  of  penalties 

£0/2/6 

£1/0  0 

, , costs 

£0/8/0 

o 

O 
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TABLE  IX.  — continued. 


1 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

WOEK  DONE  BY  CLEANSING 

STAFF. 

Courts  cleansed 

3.573 

4,577 

4,638 

Notices  served  on  tenants  ... 

... 

. • > 

1,207 

1,956 

1,724 

Notices  complied  with  by  tenants 

. • • 

. . . 

1,195  1 

1,709 

1,658 

Amount  collected  ... 

...  .£132 

/12'10 

166/7/6 

165'3/5 

Privies  limewashed  ... 

« • • 

i08 

324 

Sheds  limewashed  ... 
Wash-houses  limewashed  ... 

... 

... 

33 

43 

A small 
amount  of 
lime- 

80 

107 

Walls  limewashed  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

washing 
was  done 

63 

Urinals  limewashed... 

• • • 

• • • 

8 

during  1902 

12 

Houses  stripped  and  limewashed 

... 

• • • 

143 

311 

386 

Amount  charged 

... 

£ 

101/3/3 

175/7,2 

258/18/3 

Pan  privies  cleansed 

79,201 

86,493 

76,020 

Drain  traps  cleansed 

• • • 

• • • 

159,949 

176,274 

179,129 

Tubsheds  cleansed  ... 

... 

... 

64,24(3 

73,058 

72,992 

Gutters  cleansed 

... 

... 

70,626 

79,004 

70,592 

HEALTH  VISITOES’  WOEK. 

Number  of  visits 

23,504 

31,977 

26,170 

Number  of  revisits 

• • • 

• • • 

3,528 

10,131 

13,820 

Houses  in  whicli  illness  existed 

... 

... 

7,301 

8,788 

7 221 

Number  of  Tenants  urged  to — 

Clean  rooms  ... 

• • • 

4,207 

3,679 

1,951 

Eemove  filth  from  cellar 

• • • 

917 

3.027 

2,085 

Destroy  rubbish 

• • • 

643 

470 

655 

Eemove  bedroom  slops 

• • • 

5,990 

6,518 

3,217 

Open  windows 

• • • 

6,663 

7,521 

3,935 

Unstop  chimneys 

2,001 

1,986 

1,109 

Cleanse  bedding 

1,620 

1,781 

856 

Use  additional  bedroom 

427 

552 

1 522 

Screen  oil  beds 

214 

144 

264 

Get  lai’ger  house 

• • • 

262 

344 

163 

Provide  additional  beds 

166 

245 

211 

Get  rid  of  lodgers 

• • • 

69 

57 

32 

Wash  children 

. • • 

770 

595 

355 

Feed  infants  suitably 

• • • 

337 

563 

622 

Obtain  medical  advice 

• • • 

1 1,094 

1,561 

764 

Clean  yard  and  outhouses 

... 

! •> 

573 

761 

05 


TABLE  XL— WATER:  RESULTvS  OF  ANALYSIS  EXPRESSED  IN  PARTS  PER  100,000. 

(Supplied  by  Mr.  ,1.  F.  Livkrskegk,  F.I.C.  (City  Analyst). 
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Diphtheria.  * Scarlet  Fever.  I'  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. 


TABLE  XII. 


Number  of  Deaths  in  each  Street  in  the  Uity  of  Birmingham  during  the 

Year.  1903 


STKKETii. 


A B Row 

Abberley  Street. 

Abbey  Road 

Abbey  Street  

Abbotsford  Road  . . . 

Aberdeen  Street 

Ada  Street  

Adams  Street 

Adderley  Road  

Adderley  Street  

Addison  Road  

Adelaide  Street  

Altiany  ltoa<l  

Albert  Road 

Albert  street  

Albion  Street  

Alcester  Street  

Alder  Drive 

Alder  Road  

Alexandra  Road 

Alexandra  Street  . . . 

Alfred  Street  

Alyernon  Road  

Allcock  Street 

Allen's  Road  

Allesley  Street  

Allison  Street 

All  Saints'  Road 

All  Saints' Street  ... 

Alma  Crescent  

Aima  Street 

Alston  Street  

■Alum  Rock  Road  . . . 

Ampton  Road 

Anderton  Road  

Anilerton  Street 

Anilerton  Park  Road 
Andover  Street  ..... 

Angelina  Street  

Annandale.Road 

Anthony  Road  ..... 

Arden  Rond 

•Argyle  Street  

Arley  Road  

•Armoury  Road  

Arsenal  Street  

Arter  Street 

•Arthur  Place  

■Artlmr  Road  

•Arthur  Street 

Artillery  Street  

Ash  Road 

Ashbourne  Road  .... 

•Ashfleld  Road 

Ashford  Street  

Ashley  Street  

Ashted  Row 

•Aston  Road 

•Aston  Street 

A ston  Brook  Street  . , 
•Aston  Church  Road  .. 

Asylum  Road 

Atiiole  .Street  

Atlas  Roaii  

•Auckland  Road  

•Augusta  Street  

•Augustus  Road  

•Austin  Street 

Avenue  Road  

•Avery  Road 

B 

Bacchus  Road 

Bagot  Street. 

Bailey  Street 
Baker  .Street 
Balden  Road 

Notk.— Deaths  in 
as  far  as  possible  to  tlie 


2.5 


14 


. 1 

STREETS. 

Zymotic 

1 Other 

1 Diseases. 

STREETS. 

Zymotic 

Diseases. 

Balfour  Street 

i 

1 1 

9 

Brick  i In  Street  

Balsall  Heath  Road  . . . 

1 1 

30 

Bridge  Road 

Banbury  Street  

I 

5 

Bridge  Street  

Bangor  Road  

: 1 

1 

Bridge  Street  West 

Banks  Road 

] 

9 

Brighton  Road  

Harford  Road  

18 

Bristol  Road  

Barford  .Street 

1 fi 

37 

Bristol  Street  

Barker  Street  

1 

Brixham  Road 

Barlow’s  Road 

Broad  Street 

Barn  Street  

3 

13 

Bromford  Lane  

Barnsley  Road 

1 

Bromlev  Street  

Barr  Street  

3 

26 

Jlroiiisgrove  Street  . . . 

7 

Barrack  Street 

9 

Brook  Road 

1 ‘ 

Barrows  Road 

Brook  Street 

1 ^ 

Bartholomew  Row 

1 

3 

Brooktield  Road 

1 ’ 

Bartliolomew  .Street  . . . , 

1() 

Broom  Street  

] 

Barwell  Road  

, t 

.0 

Browning  Street 

•t 

Barwick  Street  

1 

Brueton  Street  

Bath  Passage  

Brunswick  Roa<l 

Batli  Row 

1 

() 

Bryant  Street 

Batli  Street  

0 

Buck  .Street 

1 

Beach  .Street 

1 

8 

1 Buekingliam  Street  . . . . 

1 

Beaeonsfield  Road 

4 

Bull  Ring 

Beak  .Street  

*> 

1 Bull  .Street,  Harburiie  .. 

Beaufort  Road 

Bull  Street,  Market  Mall 

Bedford  Road 

1 Bullock  Street . . 

Beech  Lanes 

3 

Beeclitield  Road 

4 

BurlingU)!!  Rnnfl 

Belchers  Lane 

1 

Burnev  Lane 

Belgrave  Road 

ti 

3(1 

Butler  Street 

1 

Belibarn  Road 

43 

Butler  Street  .South  .... 

Bellefield  Roa<i  

1 

Butlin  Street  

Beilis  Street 

8 

Bvron  Road  . . . 

Belmont  Passage  

, 

C 

Belmont  Row 

1 

12  ’ 

Benaere  Street  

3 

LA 

Cambridge  Crescent  . . 

Bennett's  Hill 

1 

(.’ainbriflge 

Bennett's  Road  

8 

Camden  Drive  . . 

' 

Benson  Road  

1 

s 

('aindeii  drove 

Berkley  Street 

Berners  Street 

2 

Cam))  Hill ... . 

Berry  Road j 

3 

,*} 

Camp  Street, . 

3 

Berry  Street ' 

1 

(yRnal  Street . 

Bertram  Road 

•) 

Cannon  Street 

Belholom  Row  

tlannon  Hill  Road 

Birchall  Street  

2 

3 

Cape  Street  . . . 

Birchwood  Crescent  .... 

4 

Ca’-digan  Street  

•> 

Birchwood  Road 

4 

Carlisle  Street  .... 

Bisliop  Street  

o 

18 

A'arlton  Road . . 

O 

Bishopsgate  Street 

.5 

2() 

Carlvle  Road  

1 

Bissell  .Street  

2 

18 

Carnarvon  Road 

Blackford  Street 

1 

Caroline  Street 

Black  Pit  Lane  

Carpenter  Road  . 

Blake  Lane  

1 

} 

Blakeland  .Street  

9 

Carrs  Lane. . . . 

Blews  Street  

1 

12 

Cartland  Road 

Bloomsburv  street 

1 

29 

Carver  Street  .... 

1 

Blucher  Street 

10 

C’astlc  Street . 

Blvthe  Street  

2 

13 

Cat  heart  street  

1 

Bolton  Road  

6 

32 

Cato  Street  . . 

.5 

Bolton  Street  

2 

2 

Cato  Street  North  . . 

Bond  street 

€ 

Bordesley  Creen 

4 

14 

Cattell's  Grove  . . . 

Bordeslev  Street 

2 

18 

Cavendish  Road 

Bordesley  Creen  Road  .. 

1 

11 

Cecil  Street 

1 

Bordesley  Park  Road 

8 

18 

Cemeterv  Lane  

Bow  Street  

1 

10 

Cliad  Roarl 

Bowver  Road  

1 

4 

Bowyer  Street 

('ha))el  Street 

Bracebridge  Street 

1 

K! 

Cba))el  House  Street. 

Bradford  Street  

3 

21 

Cha|)man  Road 

Braithwaite  Road  

1 

Charles  Road  . , . 

() 

Branston  Street  

1 

(» 

Charles  .Vrilmr  Street 

») 

Brass  Street 

.'i 

Chailes  llenrv  .street 

Bressltouse  I’ass.age  .... 

t'liarlotte  Road  .... 

Brearlev  street  

1(1 

39 

Charlotte  street i 

1 

Brewery  .Street  

1 

Cliartist  Road i 

-C  a. 

Ox 
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1 

4 

13 
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streets  in 


, workliouses.  asylums,  and  other  public  places  have  been  refeired 
which  the  deceased  person  had  resided. 
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STREETS. 
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Chattaway  Street  

Cheapside 

Cheatham  Street 

Chequers  V\  alk  

Cherry  Street  

Cherrywood  Itoad 

Chester  .Street 

Chesterton  Road 

Clieston  Road 

Chicheley  Street 

Chiswell  Road 

Church  Road  

Church  Street 

City  Road 

Claremont  Road 

Clarence  Road 

Clarendon  Road 

Clark  Street 

Claverdon  Street 

O'laybrook  Street  

Clayton  Road 

Clement  Street  

Cleve  Terrace  

Clevedon  Road  

Clifton  Road 

Clinton  Road [ 

Clissold  Street 

Cliveland  street 

Clodeshall  Road 

Clyde  Street 

Coleman  Street  

Colesliill  Street  

College  Road  

College  Street 

Colmore  Row  

('olville  Road 

Commercial  Street 

Common  Lane 

Communication  Row. . . . 

Congreve  Street 

Constance  Roa<l 

Constitution  Hill  

(.'onway  Road 

Conybere  Street 

Cook  Street 

Cooksey  Road 

Cope  Street  

Coplow  Stteet 

Coralie  Street 

Cornwall  Street 

Coronation  Road  .... 

Corporation  street 

Cotterill’s  Lane  

Couch  man  Road 

Court  Road  

Court  Oak  Road 

Coventry  Road  

Coventry  Street  

Cowper  Street 

Cox  Street 

Cox  Street  West 

Coxwell  Road 

Crabtree  Road 

Cradock  Road 

Cranbury  Street 

Oran  by  Street 

Cranemore  Street  

Crawford  Street 

Cregoe  Street  

Crescent  

Cromer  Road  

Crompton  Road 

(.'roinwell  Street 

Crosbee  Road 

Crown  R ad  

Cuckoo  Road  

Cumberland  Street 

Curzon  .Street 

Cutlibert  Road  

Cyril  Road  


1 

4 

5 
1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

9 


I 


:i 

1 
•> 

2 
1 
9 


9 


:5 

2 

1 

7 

1 


2 


.9 

1 

3 


1 

3 

2 


1 


(i 

1 


9 

1 
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Daisy  Road  . . . 
Daie  End 


4 

33 

] 
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0 

10 

1 

1 

4 

1 

8 


5 

9 


14 

4 

1 I 


3 


3 

21 


3 

0 

lU 

17 
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0 

2 

10 

1 

8 

1 

2 


13 

9 

34 

8 

11 

1 

1 

1 

7 

3 

2 

30 

0 

0 
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t 

,9 

1 

8 

I ^ 

3 
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1 

2 

30 
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2 
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1 Zymoti  c 

1 Diseases,  j 

Othe  1 

Diseases.; 

Dallwood  Road  

Dalton  Street  

1 'arnlev  Road 

Dart  Street  

2 

Dartmouth  Street 

6 

12 

Darwin  Street 

13 

29 

Llawson  Street 

2 

Dean  .Street 

3 

Dearman  Road  

G 

Defford  Road  

2 

Denbigh  .street  

1 

i 

Dennis  Road  

5 

Derby  Street  

7 

Devon  Street  

a 

20 

Devonshire  Street 

0 

19 

Digbeth  

8 

Digbv  Street  

4 

Dixon  Road 

3 

Doe  Street 

8 

Dolman  Street 

♦) 

11 

Dolobran  Road  

G 

Don  Street  

8 

1 )ora  Road  

8 

Dorset  Road 

Dover  Street 

Drayton  Road 

1 

4 ' 

Drew’s  Lane 

Drury  Lane  

2 

2 

Dryden  Road  

Duchess  Road 

2 

Duddeston  Row 

3 

13 

Duddeston  Will  i oail  . . 

4 

14 

Dudley  Road  

1 

11 

Dudley  Street 

1 

Dugdale  Street  

2 

7 ' 

Duke  Street 

1 

i 

Dunton  Road  

4 

Dvmoke  Street  

3 

10 

E 

Earl  Street  

1 

Eastern  Road 

Flasy  Row 

Fldgbaston  Road 

2 i 

Edgbaston  Street  

1 

] 1 

Edgbaston  Park  Roail  . . 

Edmond  Road 

Edmund  Street  

1 

1 ' 

Edward  Road  

1 

12  , 

Edward  Street  

10  1 

Eldon  Road 

1 1 

Eliot  Street 

1 

3 

Elkington  Street 

2 

2 1 

Ellen  Street 

11  1 

Ellis  Street  

' 1 

Film  Tree  Road  

JGvetham  Road  

Emerson  Road 

Emily  street  

9 

16 

Emmeline  Street  ••  . 

Enfielil  Road  

Erasmus  Road  

G 

Ernest  Street  

Ernest  Road 

Erskine  Street 

1 

2 

1 i 

2 1 

Essex  Street 

1 

11  1 

Essington  Street 

3 

8 

Ethel  Road  

1 

Ethel  Street 

Eton  Ro«(l  

1 

Eva  Road 

8 

Eversley  Road 

1 

If) 

Exeter  Street  

'■) 

Evre  Street  

1 

T ! 

F 

Factory  Road  

5 1 

Falconer  Road 

Fallows  Road 

1 

5 i 

Farm  Road  

1 I 

Farm  Street 

14 

40 

Farquhar  Road  

1 

Farqnhar  Road  East 

Fawdrv  .Street 

2* 

STREETS. 
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SJC 


V 07 

JS  e« 
^ <v 
0.2 


Fazeley  Street 

Fellows  Lane  

Fifth  Avenue  

Finsbury  Road  

Fi.sher  Street  

Floodgate  Street 

Florence  Street  

Floyer  Road 

Ford  Street  

Fordrough  Lane  

Forster  .Street 

Foundry  Road 

Fountain  Road  

Fourth  Avenue 

Fowler  Street  

Fox  Street 

Francis  Road  

Francis  Street 

Frank  Street 

Frankfort  Street 

Franklin  Street  

Frederick  Road  

Frederick  .Street 

Freeman  Road 

Freeman  .Street  

Freeth  Street  

Friston  Street 

G 

Galton  Street  

Carbett  Street 

Garrison  Lane 

Garrison  Street  

Gas  Street 

Gate  .Street  

Geacii Street. 

Gee  Street 

Gem  Street  

George  -Arthur  Road  . . . 

George  Road  

George  St.,  Halsall  H'th. 
George  Street,  St.  Paul’s 
George  Street  West  . . . ' 

Gibb  .Street  j 

Gillhurst  I.ane  

Gillott  Road 

Gladstone  Road  

Glebe  Street 

Glouoe.ster  Street  

Glover  Street  

Glover's  Road 

Godwin  Street 

Golden  Hillock  Road  . . 

Gooch  Street  I 

Goode  Street  

Goodrick  Street 

Gopsall  .Street 

Gordon  Road  

Gordon  Street 

Gosford  Street 

Gosta  Green 

Gough  Road 

Gough  Street  

Grace  l^oad 

Grafton  Road 

Graham  .Street 

Grange  Road  

Grant  Street 

Grantham  Road 

Granville  Street 

Gray  Street  

Gray's  Road 

Great  Barr  Street  

Great  Brook  Street 

Great  Charles  street .... 
Great  Colmore  Street  . . 
Great  Francis  .Street  ... 
Great  Hamilton  Row. . . . 
Great  Hampton  Street  . 

Great  King  Street 

Great  Lister  Street 

Great  Russell  Street  .... 
Great  Tindal  Street  . . . . 
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4 

1 13 

1 n 

7 

1 

3 17 


1 


2 


1 

9 

1 4 

5 31 

2 

5 12 
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1 8 


8 

13 


1 

5 

ti 

4 

1 

.> 

1 
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3 
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2 

1 

2 

1 


1 


1 

2 

4 


3 
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1 

6 

4 

2 

1 
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10 

1 


2 

20 

32 

9 

1 
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5 
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4 

17 
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4 

9 

4 

3 
1 

12 

7 
9 

10 

23 

8 

4 
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STREETS. 

Zymotic. 
Diseases  j 

1 other 

1 Diseases. 

STREETS. 

1 Zymotic 

1 Diseases. 

1 Other 

1 Diseases.  1 

3 

18 

6 

Latimer  Street  

2 27 

1 

9 

8 

Lawden  Road 

2 14 

Green  Street.  Saltley. . . . 

Hollier  Street 

2 

Lawford  Street  

1 2 

Greenfield  Crescent  .... 

Holloway  Head 

1 

IG 

Lawley  Street 

G 1 26 

G 

1 

Lawrence  Street 

4 

(; 

!;! 

Lawson  Street 

'L 

It) 

Laxey  Road  

4 

0 

G 

Leach  Street  

1 2 

Grosvenor  Street  West. . 

3 

IG 

Hooper  Street 

1 

(J 

27 

Leamington  Roa>i 

Lease  Lane  

1 2 

1 

1 

Ledsani  Street 

2 IG 

1 

S) 

01 

l.ee  Hank  Road 

1 18 

3 

10 

*} 

4 

Lee  Crescent  

1 

4 

3 

Lee  Mount  

H 

Hubert  Street 

Leek  Street 

1 

1 

4 

Lees  Street  

1 4 

3 

1 

0 

Legge  Lane  

1 

4 

Legge  .Street 

1 11 

4 

1 

Leigh  Road 

II 

.> 

24 

Lench  Street  

Harberton  Street  

3 

Hutton  Road  

2 

Lennox  Street 

.3 

Leonard  Street  

3 

Leopold  .Street  

1 19 

G 

Leslie  Road 

1 1 

Hampden  Street 

3 

1 

Lime  drove 

Hampton  Street 

1 

11 

Icknield  Square 

3 

7 

Lincoln  .Street 

<1 

1 

1 

19 

Lingard  Street  

1 u 

Handsworth  New  Iload 

4 

Icknield  Port  Road  ... 

8 

32 

Link  Road  

2 

7 

S 

Lionel  Street  

4 

Hanover  Street  

5 

Inge  Street  

y 

Lister  Street 

2 8 

6 

1 

a 

Little  Ann  .Street  

(i 

Harborne  Park  Koail 

1 

4 

Inkerman  Street 

3 

18 

Little  Barr  Street 

1 3 

2 

5 

2.’i 

Little  Bow  Street  

- 

Harding  Street  

i) 

Islington  Row  . . 

6 

Little  Broom  Street  ... 

Harford  Street  

5 

Ivv  Lane  

1 

Little  Edwaril  .Street. . . 

1 

Harold  Iload  

1 

' 

Little  Francis  .Street  . 

1 1 

Harris  Road 

, J 

Little  1 ireen  Lane  . . 

4 19 

Harrison’s  Road 

2 

Little  King  Street 

0 

Hart’s  Road 

3 

j .Jakeman  Road 

J 

<; 

Little  Shadwell  Street. 

Hartop  Road  

0 

. .lakeman  Walk 

•> 

Liverpool  Street 

4 

Hatchett  Street  

14 

1 .lamaica  Row 

Li  very  Street  

- 

Havelock  Road  

I 

10 

.lames  Street  

'1 

Llovd  Street  

1 

Hawkes  Street  

1 

13 

.lames  Turner  St ree; .... 

1 

Loilge  Roaii 

1 21 

Hawthorn  Road 

.lames  Watt  .Street 

« 

Lombard  .street  

O 

Heatli  Street  

U 

42 

.lenkins  .Street 

1 

4 

Long  Acre  

3 23 

Heatli  Street  South 

1 

4 

.leiinens  Row 

4 

Long  Street 

5 

Heath  Green  Road  . 

1 

3 

.1  ersey  Road 

Longbri<lge  Road  

3 

Heatli  Mill  Lane 

1 

13 

.lohn  bright  Streei 

Longmore  Street  ... 

l‘J 

Heaton  Street 

f) 

10 

.lohnson  .Street  

1 

Lonsdale  Road  

4 

Helena  Street 

.lohustone  Street 

1 

Lord  street  

o ^ 

Heneage  Street  

7 

24 

Lords  wood  Road  

3 

Henley  Street 

4 

K 

Louisa  .Street  

1 

Henn'a  Walk  

*> 

IjOve  Latie 

Henrietta  Street 

Kendal  Road  

o 

Loved  a V Street  

1 2 

1 

13 

4 

Henshaw  Road  

d 

Kent  .Street 

1 

G 

Lower  Dartmouth  Street 

1 9 

Herbert  Road 

•> 

20 

Kent  Street  North 

3 

5 

Lower  Darwin  Street 

3 

Hermitage  Road 

1 

4 

l-ower  E>8ex  Street  .... 

2 G 

s 

k*  Av'lTill 

12 

Hertford  Road  

* 

3 

3 

Hicks  Square  

1 

King  .Alfred’s  Place  . . 

1 

r> 

Lower  Temple  Street  . . 

Hick  Street  

1 

3 

1 

7 29 

Hickman  Iload  

2 

King  Edward  s Roail 

2G 

Lower  Trinitv  Street 

High  Street 

1 

Loxtoi'  Street 

4 

High  .Street,  Bordesley, 

K ingslev  Roail  

3 

I.udgate  Hill 

1 

and  Heritend  

4 

33 

Kingston  Road  

4 

Lu|)in  .Street  . . 

3 10 

Higli  Street.  Harborne.. 

*> 

11 

Kingswood  Road  

3 

Lvttelton  Road  . 

High  Street.  Saltley  ... 

4 

Kirby  Road 

1 

Highlield  Rd.,  Kdgb’ton 

1 

Kitchener  Street 

1 

2 

M 

Highfield  Road,  Saltley 

1 

11 

Knutsford  Street  

4 

Macdonahl  Street 

3 HI 

Highgate  Place  

Kvott’s  Lake  Road 

•) 

.Magdala  Street  

- 

High  gate  Road  

o 

1.') 

Kyrwick's  Lane 

1 

1 11 

Highgate  Siiuare 

, 

Highgate  Street 

3 

24 

L 

.Malmesburv  Road 

4 8 

High  Park  Street  

1 

3 

Ladvpool  Road 

18 

Malt  house  Lane 

1 7 

Hill  Street  

1 

4 

Ladvwell  Passage 

1 

Malvern  Street  ... 

Hinckley  Streei  

Ladvwell  Walk  ... 

Mslvern  Hill  Road 

»> 

Hingeston  Street  

0 

10 

Ladvwood  Road 

14 

Manchester  Street 

1 !. 

Hobinoor  Road  

3 

1 

la 

Hockley  Hill  

1 

•O 

u 

4 

Hocklev  Street 

8 

.> 

4 

Holborn  Hill  

2 

h 

4 

Holder  Ruad  

I.arcl-.es  Street 

1 

11 

Mark  Lane  
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i 

1 Zymotic 

1 Diseases 

1 other 

1 Diseases.' 

H 

s 

1 

Market  Street 

1 

1 

Norfolk  Road 

2 

^larlborough  Road  .... 

1 

Norman  Street  

1 

11 1 

Marroway  Street 

10 

1 North  Road 

3 : 

Marshall  Street  

5 

j Northampton  Street . . . . 

2 1 

Marshall  Street  South  . . 

7 

Northbrook  Street 

6 1 

Martineau  Street  

! Nortlifield  Road 

1 

4 1 

Mary  St.,  Balsall  Heath 

4 

16 

i Northumberland  street 

1 

2 

Mary  Street.  St.  Paul’s . . 

North  Warwick  Street. . 

Marv  Ann  Street 

1 

North  wood  Street 

4 

6 

Masshouse  Lane 

Norton  Street 

9 

Maxstoke  Street 

1 

2 

Norwood  Road  

1 

Meadow  Road 

Nova  Scotia  Street 

2 

7 

Medlicott  Road  

3 

Nursery  Road 

1 

Melville  Road 

Membury  Road 

3 

1 ® 

Meriden  Street  

11 

i Oakfield  Road 

3 

Metchley  l.ane  

6 

1 Oakley  Road  

2 i 

1 

Metchley  Park  Road .... 

1 

1 Old  Square  

Metropolitan  Road  .... 

' Old  Church  Road  

-Midland  Street  

o 

5 

Old  Cross  Street 

2 

Miles  Street  

3 

12 

j Oldfield  Hoad 

17 

Milk  Street  

7 

14 

1 Oldknow  Road  

7 

■Mill  Lane 

5 

1 Old  Meeting  Street  .... 

. : 

Mill  Street  

1 

3 

i Oliver  Road 

1 j 

Miller  Street  

2 

12 

Oliver  Street  

10  1 

Milton  Street  

6 

1 Ombersley  Road 

10  1 

Milward  Street  

Moat  Lane  

Oozells  Street  Nortli .... 

1 

-1 

Moat  Row 

I Orcliard  Road 

2 

Moilliett  Street 

1 

8 

1 

*) 

20 

10 

Mole  Street 

1 

5 

Osborn  Road  

5 

Mona  Road  

6 

Osier  Street 

3 

17 

1 

3 

Montague  Street 

1 

3 

Owen  Street 

1 

0 1 

Montgomery  Street  .... 

1 

2 

0.xford  Street  

4 1 

Montpellier  Street 

1 

Oxygen  Street 

Monument  Road  

5 

28 

Moor  Street 

1 

P 

1 

Moore's  Row  

1 

3 

i 

Moorsom  Street 

7 

16 

Paddington  Street 

i> 

6 1 

Moreton  Street  

2 

6 1 

Paignton  Road  

1 : 

M Orville  Street  

1 

11  ‘ 

Pakeniiani  Road 

1 

Moseley  Road 

3 

30  1 

Palace  Road 

3 

1 

Moseley  Street  

3 

18 

Palmer  Street 

2 

2 

Mostyn  Road  

3 

Palmerston  Road  

2 

1 

(5 

1 

Mount  Pleasant 

1 

2 

Paradise  Street  

1 

1 

8 

1 

3 

Muntz  Street  

1 

13 

Park  Road  

4 

25 

Musgrave  Road 

•1 

3 

Park  street  

3 

1(5 

Myddleton  Street 

3 

Parktield  Road  

Park  Hill  Road  

4 

N 

Parker  Street 

1 

S 

Parliament  Street 

1 

y 

Nansen  Road  

1 

1 

Paxton  Road  

4 

Navigation  Street  

2 

Pearson  Street  

3 

7 

Pebble  Mill  Roa<i 

Nechells  Park  Road  .... 

.) 

28 

Peel  Street  

1 

15 

Needham  Street 

Pemberton  Street  

1 

Needless  .Mley  

Pembroke  Road 

1 

4 

New  Street  

3 

Perrot  Street  

1 

6 

New  Bartholomew  Street 

5 

Pershore  Road 

s 

New  Bond  Street  

3 

Pershore  Street  

i 

New  Canal  Street  

1 

15 

Phillimore  Road  

r 

Newdegate  Street  

3 

Phillip  Street 

NewhallHill  

8 

Pickford  Street  

Newhall  Street  

9 

Piddock  Street  

4 

New  John  Street  

4 

20 

Pigott  Street  

G 

New  John  Street  M'est. . 

19 

52 

Pitney  Street  

.New  Market  Street  .... 

Pitsford  Street  

New  Meeting  Street  .... 

1 

Pitt  Street  

Newj)ort  Road  

3 

Plough  and  Harrow  Road 

1 

New  Spring  Street 

3 

18 

Plume  Street  

New  Summer  Street. . . . 

4 

26 

Pope  Street 

3 

14 

Newton  Street 

5 

Poplar  Avenue  

1 

Newtown  Row  

6 1 

26 

Poplar  Road 

1 

Nigel  Road  i 

1 i 

4 

Porchester  Street  

4 

Nile  Street  

Porthope  Road  

1 

Nineveh  Road ) 

1 

2 

Portland  Road 

1 
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Potter  Street  

1 

Powell  Street  

Premier  Road 

Prescott  Street  

1 

Preston  Road  

1 

Pretoria  Road 
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8t.  Margaret’s  Roail  . . 

•St.  Mark’s  Street  .... 

St.  Martin’s  Lane  ..  .. 
St.  Martin’s  Place. . . . 

St.  Martin  8 Row  .... 
St.  Martin’s  Sti'eet. . . . 

St.  .Mary's  Road 
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Salisbury  Road  

Salop  Street 

Saltley  Road  

Saltley  •■'treet 
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Sand  Pits 

Sand  Street  
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Sefton  Road 
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Somerset  Road  

Somerset  Street 

Somerville  Road 

South  Road  

South  Street  

Southlleld  Road 

Spark  Street 
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Speedwell  Road 

Spencer  Street 

Si»iceal  Street 

Spoil  Terrace  
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Spring  Hill  

Spring  Hill  Passage  . . 

Spring  Road  

Spring  Street  

Spring  Vale 

Springlleld  Street  .... 
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Stanhope  Street 
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Station  .\  venue  
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Station  Street 
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Steel  house  Lane 
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stoke  Street 
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Talfourd  Street  

Tarry  Road  

Taunton  Road 
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Teall  Ro.ad  

Temyile  Row 
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Temple  Street 
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Tennal  Lane 
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Upper  Mill  Lane 
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Upper  Ryland  Road  . . 
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N'arna  Road 1 

Vaughton  Street 

Vaughton  street  South . 2 
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Vauxhall  Road  2 

Vauxhall  Street 
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Vernon  Road  

N'icarage  Rd  , Edgbaston 
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NVeamaii  Street  
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Wheeley's  Lane  . . . 
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White  Road 

Wliite  .Street  ..  .. 
Whitehall  Road  . . . 
Whitmore  Road . . . 
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STREETS. 

Zymotic  || 

Diseases.,, 

Willee  Road 

2 

8 

William  Street  

7 

20 

X 

ADDENDA. 

William  Street  North  . . 

3 

3 

William  Edward  Street.. 

1 

2 

Not  located 

1 17 

William  Henry  Street  . . 

2 

1 

Willis  Street  

3 

:i) 

I 

Willows  Avenue 

1 

Willows  Crescent  

3 

Willows  Road 

2 

2 

Y 

Wilton  Street 

i 

5 

Yardley  Road 

2 

3 

Yateley  Road 

0 

31 

Yew  Tree  Road  

York  Road  

Winson  Green  Road  .... 

1 

lO 

13 

York  Street 

3 

Witton  street 

.<5 

2 

Wolseley  Street 

8 

3 

Wood  Lane 

1 

2 i 

Wood  Street 

3 i 

Woodbourne  Road 

Woodcock  Street  

2 

12 

Woodfteld  Road 

6 

Wood  Green  Road 

1 

2 

Woodville  Road 

Worcester  Street  

1 

Wordsworth  Road 

4 

Wrentham  Street  

•2 

8 

z 

Wright  Road  

5 

16 

Wright  Street 

10  1 

Wrottesley  Street 

Wyndcliffe  Road  

1 

.5  : 

Wyndhain  Road 

Wynn  Street  

1 

® 1 

1 

Tot.\ls 

i 

1233  7 

1 

Grand  Total  ...  9123 
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